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By  Tim  Nicholas 

Nearly  2.000  years  ago  a  rumor 
began  about  a  man  who  came  back 
from  the  dead  That  turned  out  to  be 
more  than  a  rumor  and  Christians 
have  fashioned  thejr  lives  around  that 
resurrection 

However  rumors  that  have  no  basis 
in  fact  are  as  hard  to  stop  as  that  one 


There  is  sopie  basis  in  fact  here.  Ac-  !j 
cording  to  the  January  1978  issue  of - 
"Report  from  the  Capital,  a  publica-| 
tion  of  the  B|ptist  Joint  Committee  on ] 
Public  Affaifii,  it  reported  that  in  1974, 
two  California  men  (with  no  ties  to 
O’Hair  i  asw\i  the  FCC  to  limit  the 
granting  ofviermits  to  licensees  who 
would  engata  in  exclusively  religiou^ 
radio  and  1  Revision  broadcasting 
The  FCC  q  mmissioners.  on  August 
1. 1975,  unar  Viously  rejected  that  pet- jj, 
ition,  RM  24  s* 

Incidental;  7,  Mrs  O'Hair,  accord-  I 
ing  to  the  saLje  Baptist  Joint  Commit--' 
was  not  related  in  any  1 


TTie  second  rumor  may  be  hurting 
sales  of  a  major  U.S.  corporation, 
Procter  and  Gamble.  A  Baptist  Build¬ 
ing  employee  said  she  overheard  one 
teenager  telling  another  not  to  buy  a 
certain  product  because  it  was  owned 
by  satan  worshippers. 

The  rumor  is  that  Procter  and  Gam¬ 
ble  is  connected  with  satanism  and 
that  its  moon  and  stars  symbol  reflects 
t^iat  connection.  Some  also  contend  tie 
symbol  shows  connection  with  the  Un¬ 
ification  Church  (Moonies).  Folks  are 
also  saying  that  someone  appeared  on 
the  Phil  Donahue  Show  to  discuss  the 
company’s  involvement  with 
satanism. 

None  of  this  is  true.  The  symbol 
dates  back  to  1859,  long  before  the 
Moonies  were  organized,  and  with  no 
satanic  intent  of  affiliation.  Also,  no 
person  has  appeared  on  Donahue  con¬ 
cerning  Procter  and  Gamble,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  producers  of  Donahue.  "We 
have  had  no  P  &  G  officials  as  guests  on 
the  show  discussing  Satanism  or  the  P 
&  G  trademark  In  fact,  we  have  never 
( Continued  on  page  4 ) 
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was  that  turned  out  to  be  true. 

In  Southern  Baptist  circles  today 


Religious  liberty  questioned 


number  of  rumors  are  circulating  con¬ 
cerning  a  company,  a  petition,  and  a 
movie.  There  is  no  basis  in  truth  for 
any  of  these  three  rumors,  yet  they  are 
near  impossible  to  arrest. 

Perhaps  the  biggest  hoax  is  one  that 
has  been  resurfacing  every  few 
months  since  1976  concerning  a  peti¬ 
tion  to  stop  Madalyn  Murray  O’Hair 


Russians  seize  Bibles 

4  T  •*  ,* 
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from  Baptist  visitors 
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tee  publicatij 
way  to  the’  1962  landmark  case1 
whereby  thepJ.S.  Supreme  Court  ruled  * 
that  govern!  Mentally  written  and  ap¬ 
proved  pray  Jr.  required  by  govern-  i 
ment  to  be  fc-, cited  by  schoolchildren 
was  unconstitutional.  "She  was  a^ 
party  in  an  auxiliary  case  in  1963  when 1 
the  Court  ruled  that  governmentally ; 
required  religious  devotions  for  school 
children,  such  as  Bible  reading  and/or* 
recitation  of  the  Lord's  Prayer,  violate 
the  Constitution."  said  the  article. 


from  an  attempt  to  "eliminate  the 
proclamation  of  the  gospel  via  the  air¬ 
ways,”  according  to  one  version  of  the 
petition.  The  Federal  Communica¬ 
tions  Commission  reports  that  it  has 
received  more  than  one  million  calls 
and  letters  on  this  particular  issue. 

"There  is  no  petition  to  ban  religious 
programming  currently  before  the 
Commission,  nor  has  there  been."  said 
a  spokesperson  for. the  FCC  recently, 
according  to  a  story  in  Evangelical 
Press  "Furthermore,  the  FCC  is  pro¬ 
hibited  by  law  from  ruling  on  the  con¬ 
tent  of  broadcast  programming- 
religious  or  otherwise."  the  report 


By  Norman  Jameson 

NASHVILLE.  Tenn.  ( BPj— Bilily 
Graham  and  Bailey  Smith  may  have 
preached  in  the  same  Soviet  churches 
within  days  of  each  other,  but  each 
came  away  from  extended  visits  with 
a  different  view  of  religious  life  in  Rus¬ 
sia. 

Graham,  a  Southern  Baptifet 
evangelist,  said  at  the  conclusion  of  a 
six-day  visit  to  Moscow,  where  he  ad¬ 
dressed  an  international  press  confer¬ 
ence  and  preached  in  the  Orthodox  and 
Baptist  churches,  he  saw  no  evidence 
of  religious  repression. 

Smith,  president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  spent  15  days  in 
four  provinces  of  the  Soviet  Union  as 
part  of  a  Baptist  World  Alliance  tour 
His  entire  party  of  34  North  American 
Baptist  preachers  and  laymen  had 
their  BWA  allotment  of  four  Russian 
Bibles  confiscated  at  the  airport  upon 
entering  the  country. 

Many  of  the  party  also  had  their  En¬ 
glish  Bibles,  commentaries  and  refer¬ 
ence  books  taken  and  Smith  said  he 
knew  of  only  one  person  who  got  his 
books  back  when  leaving  the  country, 
Denton  Lotz,  the  BWA  representa¬ 
tive  on  the  trip,  had  provided  the  Bi- 
,  ,  -  bles  for  each  party  member,  telling 

'a ngelistic  en mhasis  titled  “Here’s  them  to  place  the  Bibles  ift  their  lug- 
f  a  black  by  a  pi .  'ominantly  white  gage  jn  an  obvious  place  and  they 

would  be  allowed  in. 

Smith  said  the  airport  security 
guard  told  him  “very  plainly”- th^t 
“I’m  taking  these  away  from  you  be¬ 
cause  Bibles  are  prohibited  in  the 
Soviet  Union.” 

Smith  and  Graham  will  share  ’tie 
platform  during  the  Pastors’  Confer¬ 
ence  rally  June  13  at  the  Louisiana 
Superdome,  an  event  preceding  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  June  15-17. 

Olin  Robinson,  president  of 
Middlebury  College.  Baptist  minister 
and  frequent  visitor  to  the  Soviet  Ujv 
ion,  appeared  on  CBS  Morning  News 
May  14  and  said  he  was  "astoundeq” 
at  Graham’s  statements. 

Robinson,  who  was  instrumental, 
with  former  president  Jimmy  Carte*-, 


dissident 


Smith  said  he  saw  onl  r  three  Bibles. 

At  the  Moscow  B.  ptist  Church, 
Smith  preached  to  2.(  DO  who  packed 
the  aisles  and  stood  ou  side  in  the  rain 
to  hear  him.  Yet,  he  p  >inted  out  after 
his  return,  permission  i  o  worship  is  not 
the  same  as  freedom  to  worship. 

In  one  church  where  500  attended, 
Smith  said  He  asked  them  all  to  recite 
with  him  John  3:16,  |be  first  verse 
many  Christians  learn  from  the  Bible. 
He  was  chagrined  and  saddened,  he 
said,  when  no  more  than  a  dozen  of  the 
congregation  could  reqite  the  familiar 
verse,  “For  God  so  lived  the  world 


Giving  surpasses  budget  projections 

NASHVILJk.  Tenn  <  BP » — April  mlissihn  gifts  through  Southern  I 


hire  editor.  > 


Nominations  of  boar 
committee  made  pub 


During  its  deliberations, for  select-  tee  member,  to  let  tjhem  knqw  we 
ing  nominees  for  boards,  commis-  had  the  report.  Both  indicated  that 
sions.  and  agencies  of  the  Southern  they  saw  no  reason,  for  not  publishing 
Baptist  Convention  for  presentation  at  the  report. 

the  Convention  in  New  Orleans,  the  In  publishing  the  names  of  the  Mis- 
Committee  on  Boards  decided  by  vote  sissippi  nominees  the  Baptist  Record 
not  to  make  the  report  public  before  is  not  making  any  judgment  concern- 
the  convention.  ing  the  committee  but  simpty  passing 

However,  Presnall  Wood,  editor  of  '  along  to  our  readers  information  that 
the  Baptist  Standard,  Texas  Baptist  now  has  become  publi:  knowledge. — 
state  paper,  has  informed  all  of  the  Editor 

other  editors  that  he  received  unsol-  The  Mississippiahs  t)  be  nominated 
icited  the  committee’s  report;  and  he  are  as  follows: 
has  shared  that  report  with  all  of  the  For  the  Executive  Committee:  In- 
other  papers.  The  Baptist  Record  has  gram  Foster,  Prentiss  layman,  to  re¬ 
checked  with  Frank  Gunn,  pastor  of  place  Owen  Cooper,  Yazoo  City 
First  Baptist  Church,  Biloxi,  to  deter-  layman,  who  is  ineligible  for  re¬ 
mine  that  the  Mississippi  nominees  electioji.  • 

arecorrect;  and  we  have  checked  With  For  the  Foreign  Mission  Board; 
both  Gunn  and  W.  Baldwin  Lloyd,  Larry  Kennedy,  Laurel  pastor,  to  re- 
Jackson  layman,  the  other  commit 


Carter  signs 

Charles  Carter,  of  Jackson,  newly 
elected  as  chairman  of  the  Golden  Gate 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  Trustees 
from  Jackson.  Mississippi,  attaches  his 
signature  to^a  document  signifying  his 
reaffirmation  of  the  Baptist  Faith  and 
Message  Statement  as  Seminary  Presi¬ 
dent  William  M.  Pinson. 4r.  looks  on. The 
document,  signed  by  all  trustees  of  the 
institution,  states.  "We  the  undersigned 
trustees  of  Golden  Gate  Baptist  Theolog¬ 
ical  Seminary,  hereby  indicate  that  the 
Baptist  Faith  and  Message  Statement, 
officially  adopted  by  the  Southern  Bap 
tist  Convention,  is  a  summary  of  ourdoc- 
trinal  beliefs.  We  also  recognize  ahd  ac¬ 
cept  the  obligation  to  administer  our 
trusteeship  in  accordance  with,  and  not 
contrary  to.  the  principles  set  forth  in 
this  confessional  document."  Carter  is 
an  attorney,  a  member  of  FBC.  Jackson, 
and  in  his  10th  year  as  a  trustee.  (Photo 
by  Mark  Smith) 


The  Gospel  Worker  Society,  organized  in  1906  for  Christian  single  women 
devoted  to  gospel  tract  distribution  and  siireel  Evangelism.  lost  its  tax  exemption 
in  1978.  whenjiflS  ruled  it  no  longer  was  ope  pted  by  exclusively  religious  pur¬ 
poses  Imj  l 

At  the  time]  IRS  officials  noted  that  the  soc  ijety  was  conducting  a  commercial 
printing  business.  United  Gospel  Press.  |]n  Cleveland.  Ohio,  in  competition  with 
non-exempt  companies  in  the  religious  literature  field 

Cifies  can’t  judge  ch 

WASHINGtijN.  D.  C.  ( BP>— City  officials 
tivities  are  spiritual  and  which  are  secular  in 
U.S.  Suprem^  Court  has  ruled 
The  7-2  court  action  affirming  two  lower  I 
buquerque.  N.  M..  ordinance  empowering 


urch  activities 

may  not  decide  which  church  ac- 
regulating  solicitation  of  funds,  the 


( Continued  on  page  2 ) 


solicitation  ufljess  numerous  requirements  wlere  met 


Bolivar  Acteens 
are  appointed 
to  Fair  ministry 


The  Record  speaks 


Help  Wanted”  article  draws 
apid  response  from  volunteers 


Afcteens  from  Bolivar  Association  in 
Mississippi  have  received  appoint¬ 
ment  from  the  Home  Mission  Board  to 
Jibe  a  part  of  Baptist  Ministries  for  the 
1982  World’s  Fair. 

J  Twelve  Acteen  Activators  and  their 
leaders  from  three  churches  in  Boliyar 
fi Association— First,  Boyle;  Yale 
■Street,  Cleveland;  and  Trinity, 
jRoJ^dale— will  be  working  in  the 
'campgrounds  at  Cherokee,  N.  C.  the 
wepk  of  July  18-23  They  will  be  the 
only  group  of  Acteen  Activator?  to  go 
out  pom  Mississippi  this  year  and  only 
the  (second  group  from  the  state  in  the 
history  of  the  program.  They  are  pre¬ 
sently  involved  in  the  50  hours  of  train¬ 
ing  necessary  to  be  designated  as  Ac- 
( Continued  on  page  4 ) 


On  Operation  Sewing  Machine,  16  Mississippi  Baptist  women  spent  10 
days  in  Barbados  in  1978,  sewing  clothing  for  children  at  a  government 
hospital  and  teaching  national  women  sewing  skills  Whey  delivered  sew¬ 
ing  machines  as  gifts.  I  j?  j  ' 

Nearly  twice  that  number  of  women  responded  tp  a  “Help  Wanted” 
notice  in  the  Baptist  Record,  reported  Marjean  Paterson,  director,  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Woman’s  Missionary  Union.  4 ] 

The  “Help  Wanted”  article  ran  on  page  1  of  the  Biptist  Record  June  1, 
1978 ;  by  June  29. 1978,  nearly  double  the  number  neeqed  had  offered  their 
services.  +  j  T . 

One  church  paid  for  two  volunteers,  while  local  cljurches  and  WMUs, 
associational  WMUs,  and  individuals  helped  pay  others’  travel  expenses. 
Some  paid  their  own  Way.  f 

The  women  stayecTat  Barbados  Baptist  College.  Bill  Womack,  a  Missis¬ 
sippi  and  Southern  Baptist  missionary  to  Barbados,  said  he  once  heard  a 
pastor  remark.  “Keep  your  volunteers  and  send  mejthe  money  it  would 
cost  them  to  come.”  But  Womack  said  he  would  rather  have  the  volun¬ 
teers.  “The ‘return  on  their  investment  in  the  trip  is;' well  worth  waiting 
for.” 


Giant  festivals,  like  the  one  in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  attract  thousands  "turned  6n"  to  the  new  beats  of  Jesus  music  an  unexpected 
blend  of  rock,  country,  gospel  birthed  \a  decade  ago.  (HMB  photo  by  Everett  Hullum).  ■ 


lement:  10  years  after 


By  Walker  Knight 

A  decade  has  passed  since  the  Jesus  Move¬ 
ment,  like  a  time  bomb  on  a  crowded  subway, 
burst  on  America  in  the  late  ’60s  and  early  70s. 
Then  shock  waves  of  religious  ecstacy  rippled 
from  West  Coast  to  East.  Rapturous  youth  by 
the  thousands  scrambled  from  mireand  muck 
of  the  counter  culture’s  drugs  and  rebellion  to 
find  an  “Oh,  WOW!"  experience  with  Jesus. 

To  no ’one's  surprise,  10  years  later  the 
Movement’s  no  longer  a  movement.  It  peaked 
in  the  mid-70s.  Energies  turned  toward  con¬ 
serving  the  overwhelming  ingathering  of  con¬ 
verts.  The  inevitable  came,  institutionaliza¬ 
tion.  Mini-denominations.  Cults  A  music  in¬ 
dustry.  Festivals.  Super  churches.  Publica¬ 
tions.  Ministries. 

Of  all  the  Jesus  Movement  legacies,  perhaps 
none  exceeds  its  contribution  to  new  forms  of 
Christian  music.  The  result  of  the  break¬ 
through  of  contemporary  sound  to  sacred 
verse  has  been  the  mushrooming  growth  of  the 
Christian  music  market. 

Today  its  estimated  annual  gross  tops  $100 


mill  ion  Ion  tapes  and  records,  with  sheet  music 
reaching  $75  million,  and  gate  receipts  of 
about  500  Christian  artists  total inj^50lmillion. 

No  e^ent  in  the  1980s  duplicates  the  excite¬ 
ment  of  the  Jesus  Movement  as  does  Creation 
’81.  a  cbntemporary  music  festival  staged  in 
the  roping  fields  outside  Lancaster.  Pa. 
Featuring  nationally  known  mbsic  groups, 
drama,  comedy,  art  and  renowned  speakers. 
Creatioi  ’81  drew  people  of  all  ages]  races, 
manner  of  dress— but  again,  younfe  adults 
predominate.  The  Jesus  Movement  heritage 
of  openpess  to  everyone,  celebration  of  God’s 
gifts,  victory  in  Jesus  permeated!  the  crowd 

Harry  Thomas,  promoter  of  Creation  ’81  and 
Jesus  ’81  in  Orlando.  Fla.,  says  the  Festivals 
are  rislty  business.  "Only  five  oui  of  11  major 
and  another  15  smaller  festivals  broke  even  or 
made  nioney.”  he  says.  “One  director  lost  his 
home.  Another  his  business  whey  their  festi¬ 
vals  los|t  money.” 

One  Manifestation  of  the  Jesu*  Movement 
which  did  not  involve  music  occurred  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  1970  at  tiny  Asbury  College  in  Gilmore. 


Ky.  Professor  C.  B.  Hunter,  a  faculty  advisor 
more  or  less  in  charge  of  the  event,  remem¬ 
bers:  “Itstarted  toward  the  close  of  chapel.  A 
faculty  member  felt  thtre  was  such  a  great 
spirit  of  God  an  invitation  ought  to  be  ex¬ 
tended  People  began  to  come. 

"From  then  on  people  kept  coming  to  the 
little  wooden  altar.  Maybe  50  people  could 
kneel  at  one  time.  Without  stopping,  we  had 
revival  and  witnessing  without  any  preaching 
for  eight  days  and  nighte 

“When  classes  were  not  in  session,  the  revi¬ 
val  continued  for  anothe  eight  days.  Finally, 
the  services  were  reduced  to  nights  through 
the  last  day  of  May.” 

Students  shared  their  experiences  through¬ 
out  Kentucky  and  eventually  into  most  areas 
of  the  United  States.  They  reached  Southwest¬ 
ern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  Fort 
Wqrth.  Texas,  where  their  testimony  became 
the  catalyst  for  a  revivalon  that  campus.  Jack 
Gray,  professorof  missiens.  remembers,  "We 
heard  each  other;  we  s»/  each  other’s  tears 
You  saw  their 


burst  of  joy.  and  you  saw  that  radical  change 
the  days  after.” 

’  Other  students  spoke  at  Southern  seminary, 
witnessed  in  scores  of  Southern  Baptist 
churches.  Southwestern  students  carried  the 
renewal  into  other  parts  of  the  denomination. 
Gray  concludes.  "The  Jesus  Movement 
gave  us  a  large  set  of  redeemed  people  and 
showed  us  that  God  is  still  in  the  business  of 
breaking  some  old  shells,  some  old  wineskins 
It  showed  us  that  there  is  something  genuine  in 
that  which  arises  outside  the  church.”  ( 
The  Jesus  revolution  touched  “straights”  as 
well  as  counterculture,  adds  Roy  Fish,  profes¬ 
sor  of  evangelism  at  Southwestern:  "We  still 
feel  the  effect  in  that  we  not  only  get  students 
who  were  converted  during  the  Jesus  revolu¬ 
tion.  but  I  think  the  emphasis  on  youth  in  that 
particular  mild  spiritual  awakening  gave  to 
youth  a  new  credibility.  We  see  the  effects  in 
our  large  enrollments  in  the  seminaries.” 

One  Baptist  leader  to  sense  the  potential  of 
the  Jesus  Movement  was  Harry  Williams,  who 
became  director  of  evangelism  for  California 


Southern  Baptists  in  1970.  Closely  involved 
with  the  California  expressions  of  the  Jesus 
Movement.  Williams  lists  five  legacies: 

First,  a  higher  visibility  for  evangelicals. 
Second,  the  revolutionizing  of  Christian 
music;  some  radio  stations  n >w  play  only 
Christian  music.  „ 

Third,  the  churches  are  more  open. 

Fourth,  dress  code  is  different;  it’s  not  un¬ 
common  to  see  youth  in  church  n  jeans,  even 
adult  dress  is  more  relaxed- 
Finally,  with  church  youth  directors,  youth 
are  given  new  leadership  rolejs  and  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  service  in  addition  to  traditional 
SBC  youth  organizations.  j 
One  Southern  Baptist  who  striiek  fire  within 
the  counter  culture  aiid  continues  today  is  Ar¬ 
thur  Blessitt.  a  Mississippian.  He  preached  in 
the  streets  of  Hollywood  15  years  ago,  started 
Jesus  cheers,  stickers  and  marches ;  went  into 
bars  and  clubs.  He  opened  His  Place,  a  store¬ 
front  Christian  nightclub  which  doubled  as  a 
church  and  was  the  hub  of  his  ministry  to 
(Continued  on  page  2) 


agony:  you  saw  their  sudden 


PAGE  2  BAPTIST  RECORD 
- _  Tha-sday,  May  20,  1982 


movement 


( Continued  from  page  1 ) 

street  people.  It  is  closed  now;  tourists  had 
taken  over.  In  1970.  Blessitt  walked  his  way 
into  national  attention  dragging  a  life-sized 
cross  across  the  United  States. 

Blessitt.  now  40,  did  not  fade  with  the 
courtier  culture.  Currently  he  is  traveling  and 
prearhing  in  Germany  and  other  European 
coimtries  and  plans  to  go  into  Eastern  Europe 
Last  June,  he  spoke  to  the  Pastors’  Conference 
in  bos  Angeles. 

fSessitt  left  a  trail  of  influence.  Pastor  Les¬ 
ter  JJuice  of  Rehoboth  Church.  Atlanta,  one  of 
Gedt'gia  s  fastest  growing  congregations  dur- 
ingthe  70s.  admits  BlessitV’changed  my 
ministry.”  1  ern 

Buice  first  heard  the  evangelist  in  1969  De¬ 
spite  Blessitt's  long  hair.  T-shirt,  medallion 

Associations  help  jjjrove 
problems  =  opportunities 


alary  Home  church 
Movement.” 


a  ttempt  to  get  back  to  basics,  to  fundamentals, 
»ifC  »»°  America  was.  In  a  profound  way 

the  Movement  started  the  shift  to  fundamen¬ 
talism  in  politics,  economics  and  religion. 

Tom  Peterson  of  Atlanta,  a  staffer  with  a 
church  hunger-related  publication,  Seeds, 
says  after  he  hit  bottom  in  the  drug  and  party 
scene  at  the  University  of  Texas  he  gave  God  a 
last  chance  to  reclaim  him  Peterson  began  to 
read  his  Bible  “voraciously,”  got  involved  in 
the  church’s  youth  group;  he  worked  in  a  cof¬ 
feehouse,  ministering  to  hippies  and  counter¬ 
culture  groups. 

Tongues  and  prophecies  and  demon  exor¬ 
cism  were  part  of  his  experience.  Rationality 
was  disdained,  education  suspect.  He  remem¬ 
bers  pressure  to  drop  out  of  college. 

A  turning  point  cgme  when  a  fundamentalist 


'‘people. 'Sprite  main  l*ai 
got  turned  on  thr^igh 

The  Movement  also, surfaced  janother  trend 
gaining  popularity  within  today’s  society:  the 
coming  end  of  the  world.  The  difference  be¬ 
tween  it  and  secular  fears  of  nuclear  holocaust 
is  its"  emphasis  on  the  apocalyptic  return  of 
Christ. 

And  so  the  Jesus  Movement  ishifts  into  its 
conservative  1980s  garb,  consolidating  and  or-, 
ganizing,  institutionalizing  and  program-, 
ming,  and  sounding  a  note  that  cjan  be,  without; 
careful  scrutiny  and  a  holisticfapproach,  an 
excuse  to  trumpet  evangelical  notes  of 
urgency  without  the  accompanying  social 
emphase?  of  the  gospel.  j 

( Knightis  senior  editor  of  Missions-,  USA.) 


team  visited  a  Texas  border  town  to  give  tes¬ 
timonies  and  witness.  Following  the  service 
one  girl  desired  the  gift  of  the  Spirit,  for,  she 
was  told,  “you  are  second-class  without  it." 
Team  members,  gathering  round  her,  finally 
pressured  her  into  ‘  just  babbling.  She  was  just 
destroyed  that  night,”  Peterson  says.  She  had 
accepted  Christ,  was  excited,  and  then,  “they 
laid  this  big  guilt  number  on  her.” 

By  1972,  Peterson  “had  my  belly  filled,  not  of 
Christianity,  but  I  wanted  to  put  some  distance 
between  the  fad  and  my  own  journey.” 

However,  the  Jesus  Movement  made  lasting 
contributions,  Peterson  thinks.  “It  got  a  lot  of 
people  involved  who  would  have  just  floated 
through.  The  churches  were  really  dead  and 
the  Movement  threw  a  spark  that  excited 


responded  in  a  tremendous  way,  He  centered 
everything  on  Jesus.  He  talked  constantly,, 
everywhere,  about  Jesus.  It  was  a  natural 
thing,  pnd  it  changed  my  life.  Sitjce  that  time 
our  church  has  been  more  evangelistic.  I’ve 
preached  about  Jesus.” 

Such  super  churches  as  Rehoboth  appear  to 
be  a  legacy  of  the  Jesus  Movement  and  its 
influence. 

Marty  denominations  benefited  from  the 
sweepjof  the  Jesus  Movement  byt  few,  thinks 
John  Ravlik  of  the  Home  Mission  Board 
evangelism  section,  gained  as  m  lich  as  South- 
iptists.  simDlv  because  the  denomina¬ 
tion  his  a  genius  for  organization,  j 

Havlik  thinks  the  Jesus  Movement  was  an 


ons  directors  tell  what 
s  them  their  greatest  joy 


virtually  as  many  preaching  opportunities  as  I  had  while  I  served  as  a  pastor 
In  my  opinion,  the  role  of  director  of  missions  in  a  Baptist  association  brings  i 
degree  of  fulfillment  found  in  few  if  any  other  areas  of  Christian  ministry. 

1  >  By  J.  C.  Mitchell 
Lowndes,  Clay,  Oktibbeha 

Basic  to  the  joy  I  feel  in  serving  as  a  Director  of  Missions  in  Mississippi  is  the 
sense  of  call  that  has  been  mine  through  the  years  of  this  ministry.  I  did  not 
simply  choose  to  enter  the  work  of  associational  missions,  but  rathjer  through  the 
invitation  of  a  Baptist  association  sixteen  years  ago,  and  then  in  an  experience  of 
prayer  and  seeking  God’s  will  I  responded  to  a  very  definite  call  of  God. 

Asa  result  of  this  sense  of  call  I  have  the  joy  ota  convictiort  that  ilam  serving  in 
a  valid  segment  of  the  total  world  mission  enterprise.  Associational  missions  is 
an  integral  part  of  world  missions 

One  of  my  greatest  joys  in  the  day  to  day  work  itself  is  that  of  serving  with  the 
very  finest  leaders  that  Baptist  churches  produce.  These  persons  Volunteer  their 
labor  in  associational  missions  and  many  times  do  so  much  that  goes  unheralded. 
Without  their  service  an  effective  associational  missions  progran^ would  not  be 
possible 


' 1  m  .ri  01  more  than  100  trained,  dedicated,  and  creative  pastors  and 
staff  who  provide  leadership  for  the  churches  and  guidance  to  the  association. 
Being  a  co-worker ,  friend  and  prayer  partner  to  such  folks  has  made  my  life 
fnuem  richer  and  the  work  more  meaningful. 

Finally,  I  m  a  member  of  a  denomination  that  does  everything  possible  to 
{assist  me  in  such  a  challenging  and  worldwide  ministry — “But  when  the  Holy 
Spirt  j  has  come  upon  you,  you  will  receive  power  to  testify  about  me  with  great 
»  d  t0  Jerusalem,  throughout  Judea,  in  Samaria,  and  to  the  ends 

jf)f  ll}e  earth,  about  my  death  and  resurrection”  (Acts  1:8— Living  Bible). 

My  family  and  I  want  to  thank  Rankin  County  Baptists,  Mississippi  Baptists 
•and  Southern  Baptists  for  giving  us  the  privilege  to  be  a  part  of  such  a  ministry. 

|  J  •  i  By  Neil  Moore 

Prentiss  County 

One  question  that  a  Director  of  Missions  hears  quite  often  is  “What  does  an 
association  do?”.  A  sffnple  answer  is  that  it  seeks  to  minister  to  the  needs  of 
people  in  our  Baptist  churches.  A  two-week  period  in  this  month  of  April  is  fairly 
fivDifial  of  how  an  association  fulfills  its  purpose 

S  two-weeks  began  with  Bible  Drills  for  children  and  youth.  Two  days  later 
nual  banquet  ministered  to  deacons  and  their  wives.  Next  on  schedule  \yas 
onthly  fellowship  for  Senior  Citizens.  A  few  days  later  a  two-day 
?elism  Conference  challenged  our  people  to  be  better  witnesses.  The  two 
ended  wi  th  a  clinic  to  teach  the  VBS  music  and  a  second  clinic  to  train  VBS 
kers.  j 

isy  ?  Yes !  But,  it’s  being  busy  meeting  the  needs  of  people  that  brings  the  joy 
satisfaction  of  serving  as  a  Director  of  Missions  in  an  association. 

By  W.  Levon  Moore 
Attala  County  > 

Mowing  seminary  graduation,  I  spent  almost  25  years  as  pastor  of  three 
t  churches  in  our  state.  For  more  than  seven  years  I  have  had  the  privilege  of 
ng  as  director  of  missions  for  the  Attala  Baptist  Association.  Although  I 

^  By  C.lt.  Melton 
*7  Newton  County 

First,  associational  missions  offers 
tlo  me  an  opportunity  to  share  in  the 
discoyefy  of  areas  of  need  and  oppor- 

) (unity  to  which  the  several  congrega¬ 
tions  can  and  should  address  them- 
|elves;  the  determination  of  those 
tfmphases  and  endeavors  which  will 
(j>est  Speak  to  those  needs  and  oppor¬ 
tunities;  and  the  development  of 
Meaningful  interpersonal  and  organi¬ 
sational  relationships  which  will  result 
jn  tl|e  |  effective  and  expeditious 
achievement  of  associational  and  con¬ 
gregational  objectives  and  goals. 

;  Second.  associational  missions  is 
most  enjoyable  and  exciting  to  me  be¬ 
cause  it  challenges  me  to  give  my  best 
(o  serve  the  people  of  Newton  associa¬ 
tion  as  an  enabler,  an  equipper.  and  an 
encourager  in  their  efforts  to  become 
find  be,  collectively  and  individually, 
what  God  purposes  for  them. 

Riverside 
to  dedicate 

Riverside  Baptist  Church,  Mon- 
tlcelli,  will  dedicate  its  new  sanctuary 
on  Suhday.  May  30.  A  great  deal  of  the 
Construction  was  done  by  volunteer 
Ijabor1  crews. 

:i  Pastor  J.  W.  Baker  said  that  the  de¬ 
dication  service  will  be  held  at  2  p.m., 
following  morning  preaching  service, 
dinner  on  the  grounds,  and  a  song  ser¬ 
vice.  Baker  and  George  F.  Lee,  direc¬ 
tor  of  missions,  Lawrence  County,  will 
iipeak  at  the  dedication  service. 

Marvin  K.  Lee.  director  of  missions. 

Pearl  River  County,  will  preach  dur¬ 
ing  the  revival  beginning  Sunday 
(Horning,  the  30th,  and  continuing 


"Ehe  early  associations  dired  to 
dr^em  of  a  day  when  the  whole  territ¬ 
ory  would  be  populated  by  Bible- 
centered  churches  of  like  faith  and  or¬ 
der.  Through  prayer  and  sacrifice 
tfiey  translated  th«yr  dreams  into  edu¬ 
cational  institutions,  orphanages. 
Mission  boards,  new  churches  and  a 
convention. 

?  With  the  passing  of  years  the  impor- 


of  the  greatest 
>f  my  life”:  R< 


By  Allen  D.  Webb 
Jackson  County 
My  experience  extended  through  forty-two  years  as  a  pastor 


the  field  of  Associational  Missions.  These  years  gave  me  first  hanc  knowledge  of 
the  success,  needs,  and  frustrations  of  the  pastor.  I  have  had  enouj  h  success  that 
I  can  rejoice  with  those  who  have  gained  a  victory.  I  have  had  enough  failures 
that  I  can  cry  with  thoXe  whose  hearts  are  broken.  I  have  had  enouj  frustrations 
that,  sometimes,  I  can  help  in  a  small  way  to  put  the  loose  ends  I  lack  together 
again. 

Those  people  who  are  called  of  God  to  spend  their  lives  in  full-  ime  Christian 
service  are  a  special  group.  To  Have  constant  fellowship  with  tliem  is  a 
rewarding  experience.  As  they  holcLhigh  the  banner  of  Christ  an  I  reach  people 
for  the  Master,  it  is  the  greatest  joyto  have  the  opportunity  to  be  he  lpful  to  them. 
Even  though  help  is  sometime  small,  it  is  gratifying  to  have  thd  privilege  of 
working  with  those  who  carry  the  major  load  of  reaching  the  woi  Id  for  Christ. 


By  Foy  Rogers 

3  Director.  Cooperative  Missions 
department 

f  1 1  brings  great  joy  to  me  when  I  con¬ 
sider  what  God  has  done  through  as¬ 
sociational  missions  in  Mississippi, 
f  ill  Every  association  has  the  ser- 
r  vices  of  a  director  of  missions 
c  either  part-time  or  full-time  or  is 

£  in  the  process  oCjfXUCing  a  di- 
•  rector  of  miss ions.^^ 
f  (2i  There  is  a  caring  fellowship 
among  the  directors  of  missions 
that  is  second  to  none  in  the  en- 
r  tire  Southern  Baptist  Conven- 

f  tion. 

f  13)  I  rejoice  to  see  evidence  of  God’s 
blessings  in  all  areas  of  associa- 
---  tional  missions,  planning  is  ef¬ 
fective.  missions  involvement  is 
bold,  and  a  cooperative  spirit 
prevails.  i 

It  brings  great  joy  when  I  consider 
the  glorious  opportunity  I  have  had  to 
serve  in  this  area.  I  have  been  blessed 
that  I  could  work  with  the  greatest 
group  of  directors  of  missions  in  the 
world,  and  I  have  enjoyed  every  bit  of 
it.  It  has  been  wonderful  to  share  in 
friendships  and  have  a  little  part  in  the 
directors  of  missions  work  during 
these  more  than  twenty  years. 

I  can  truthfully  say  that  it  brings  joy 


to  my  soul  wher  I  consider  that  even  £ 
though  I  might  c  lange  some  things  if  I  P* 
had  it  to  do  ove:  ,  I  would  not  change  ■  g 
the  direction  we  lave  taken  in  working  U, 
with  Baptist  associations.  The  con-  ‘  ™ 
tributions  made  by  the  associations 
bring  joy  because  of  the  foundations 
that  were  laid  1<  >ng  ago  and  the  won-  j)  F 
derful  guideline  >  provided  for  the  de-  tf»re; 
velopment  of  t£k  denomination  Doc,  fen 
trinal  positions:  [Cooperative  service*  f  ■  • 
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MasterLife  pro  gran 
is  disciple  training 


L«ELORE 


CARROLL 


CHOCTAW 


By  Don  McGregor 

A  number  of  Mississippi  pastors  and 
denominational  executives  are  im¬ 
plementing  a  discipling  process  that 
began  developing  on  the  foreign  mis¬ 
sion  field  in  Indonesia. 

The  discipleship  program  was  in¬ 
itiated  by  Avery  T.  Willis,  at  that  time 
a  missionary.  Recently  he  was  in  Mis¬ 
sissippi  at  Oak  Forest  Baptist  Church, 
Jackson,  for  a  MasterLife  workshop, 
for  that  is  the  name  that  has  now  been 
given  the  process  as  it  is  being  coordi¬ 
nated  by  the  Church  Training  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Sun¬ 
day  School  Board. 

Willis  is  now  MasterLife  Section 
supervisor  for  the  Sunday  School 
Badrd.  •• 

MasterLife  workshops  are  being 
held  across  the  nation.  There  were  28 
of  them  scheduled  for  1982  with  the  one 
at  Oak  Forest  Church  being  the  only 
one  set  up  for  Mississippi.  They  are 
jointly  sponsored  by  the  Church  Train¬ 
ing  departments  of  the  state  conven¬ 
tions  involved  and  the  Sunday  School 
Board 

-  Becoming  a  part  of  the  process  is  not 
without  its  demands.  and  it  must  all 
begin  with  the  workshops. 

The  workshops  cover  28  hours  of 
training  and  prepare  individuals  to 
lead  groups  in  order  to  get  the  process 
under  way.  MasterLife  materials  are 
notavailable  on  order  unless  the  group 
leader  has  prepared  himself  through  a 
workshop  experience  or.is  a  graduate 
of  the  26  weeklv.  two-hour  sessions 
that  are  the  MasterLife  discipling  pro¬ 
cess. 

By  its- own  definition.  MasterLife  is 
“a  sequential,  developmental,  group- 
discipling  process  that  enables  one  to 
make  Christ  Master  and  to  master  life 


NOXUBEE 


lines”  that  are!  outlined.  These  are 
abiding  in  Chrii  t,  living  in  the  Word, 
praying  in  fait! .  living  in  fellowship 
with  believers,  witnessing  to  the 
world,  and  miiistering  in  Christ’s 
power. 

The  plan  is  to  |  ;et  the  pastor  involved 
with  the  hope  hat  he  will  attend  a 
workshop  and  1<  ad  the  initial  group  in 
his  church.  Disqipleship  groups  are  in¬ 
tended  to  be  noimore  than  eight  to  10 
people,  and  the#  some  of  those  people 
are  qualified  to  toad  additional  groups. 

Kermit  King'  Church  Training  di-  trough  June 4 
rector  for  Mississippi,  said  that  the 
Sunday  School  Board  will  not  sell  the 
MasterLife  materials  to  a  church  un 
less  the  pastor  jhad  attended  a  work 


afmpfr 


iauoerdale 


|  ( Continued  from  page  1 ) 

place  Jamps  Richardsbn,  Madison 
(pastpr,  who  is  ineligible  for  re¬ 
flection. 

j?  For  the  Home  Mission  Board:  Mrs. 
Nimble  C.  Sutherland  of  Jackson  for 
*re-el*ction. 

1  For  the  Sunday  School  Board:  Tom 
jp.  Winstead.  Jackson  layman,  for  re¬ 
flection. 

,  Fof  New  Orleans  Seminary:  Paul  G. 
Moak.  Jackson  layman,  to  replace 
Lewis  Nobles,  president  of  Mississippi 
'College,  who  is  ineligible  for  re- 


whim, 

The  materials  do  not  make  the  disci¬ 
ples.  however,  i  ecording  to  Tom  Hud- 
sort.  pastor  of  Oak  Forest  Church. 
“Disciples  makje  disciples,”  he  said. 

“The  leader  niust  be  a  model  of  what 
the  Christian  life  should  be.”  noted 
Hudson.  “He  must  learn  to  have  a  con¬ 
sistently  meaningful  quiet  time  to  de¬ 
termine  what  G^d  is  saying  to  him  and 
what  he  should  be  saying  to  God.  His 
praying  shoult  be  geared  to  Bible 
promises,”  he  c  eclared.  v 

The  road  in  J  lasterLife  is  not  easy. 
Each  week  dur  ng  the  26  weeks  of  the 
process  there  ire  assignments  that 
consume  from  10  minutes  to  one  hour 
each  day.  It  is  i  ot  intended  to  be  easy, 
however,  but  tq  provide  the  discipline 
necessary  to  become  a  disciple  and  a 
diseipler 

MasterLife  is  a  follow-up  course  for 
adult  Church  Training  curriculum  and 
is  also  a  follow-up  for  the  Survival  Kit 
for  New  Christjans. 


JONES 


[TORRES 


MARION 


flection 

For  the  Brotherhood  Commission 
Trermis  F.  Grubbs,  pastor  of  Cren¬ 
shaw  Baptist  Church,  for  re-election. 

.  For  the  Christian  Life  Commission 
Jeanette  Phillips  of  Oxford  for  re- 
"election. 

|  FoT  the  Stewardship  Commission: 
Harold  Kitchings.  executive  secretary 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation 
to  replace  Howarq, Taylor.  Pascagoula 
,pastior.  who  is  ineligible  for  if. 
selection.  jnutj  „  j 
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program 


By  Dan  Martin 

ROME.  Ga.  (BP)— Doctrinal  unity 
and  program  unity  in  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  rise  and  fall  to- 


While  participants  came  out  of  the 
convention  “without  being  all  bristled 
I  would  say  that  perhaps  we  could  up,”  Rogers  says  he  does  not  think 
-  •*  “that  the  issues  were  dissolved  just 

_ j  sort  of  a  nice 

;  t 

resolved,  and  I  don’t  think  that  they 
will  be  for  a  long  time.*’ 
strait-jacket  program-wise  and  have  He  predicted  a  large  attendance  for 
art  unlimited  freedom  theologically.”  the  1982  annual  meeting  in  New  Or- 
He  said  he  knows  his  proposal  leans  (June  15-17)  and  said:.  "I  don’t 
“Strikes  at  the  very  vitals  of  what  we  feel  the  conservatives  are  going  to  be 
are  trying  to  do  because  someone  says  asleep,  or  that  they  are  not  going  to  be 
the  genius  of  our  Southern  Baptist  interested,  that  they  are  not  going  to  be 


Well,  then  somebody  said  about  1925,  the  component  parts  of  the  denomina 
we  need  to  narrow  the  program.  So  we 

got  the  Cooperative  Program.  So  not’  ,  - - - - - r -  - 

only  could  wje  more  or  less  believe  the;;  reimove  tension  from  our  Southern  that  the  -  -  r 

same  things,  but  correspondingly  apdl  Baptist  Convention  if  we  would  relax  because  we  came  out  in - 

logically,  w*  could  support  the  same  our  insistency  of  Southern  Baptists  feeling.  The  gut  level  issues  were  not 
things."  I  walking  in  lock-step  program-wise  1 

After  the  "golden  years”  of  a  narrow  R 
theology  and  a  narrow  program,  R<£  a 
gers  claimed  that  “what  we  have  now 
is  a  broad  theology  where  everybody  is 
saying  we  hpve  unity  in  diversity.  But: 
the  unity  in  diversity  is  only  theologi¬ 
cal,  not  program  wise.  And  so  now  the 
sin ...  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  is  not  th,  ityou  be  aberrant  irt  your 
theology;  bet  the  sin  in  the  Southern 
Baptist  Conv  ention  today  is  that  you  be’ 
aberrant  in  your  program,  that  you? 
don’t  do  the  program  just  right,  that' 
you  fail  to  support  everything.”* 


"Russell  Aven  has  given 
his  readers  a  glimpse  of 
the  mountain  tweaks  of 
Christian  expert ince." 

Earl  Kelly ' 

Executive  Secretdry-Treasuref 
Mississippi  Batist  Convention 


a  press  conference  in  Rome,  where  he 
was  preaching  at  West  Rome  Baptist 


nogers,  nowever.  noted  he  is  in 
favor  of  the  denomination's  coopera¬ 
tive  missions,  education  and 
evangelism  efforts,  but  feels  it  is  “not 
only  illogical,  it  is  immoral  to  ask  a 
man  to  support  with  his  money  and 
with  his  influence  . . .  things  that  are 
theologically  repugnant  to  him.” 

Baptist  Press  obtained  a  tape  re¬ 
cording  of  the  press  conference  from 
West  Rome  church  pastor  Jerry  Vines, 
who  called  the  meeting. 

“Almost  easier” 

The  Memphis  pastor  told  the  press 
conference— attended  by  only  one 
newsperson.  Jack  U.  Ha 

of  The  Christian  Index,  ji 


DEVOTIONS  FOB  LAY¬ 
MEN  BY  A  LAYMAN  Is  a 

resolircebook  of  many- 
occasion,  concise,  yet 
well  Illustrated  (devotions 
tor  layleaders  and  minis¬ 
ters.  It  provides!  a  ready- 
reference  of  inspirational 
talks  for  every  week  of  the 
year. 


Nashville— Instrumental  church 
music  will  be  the  major  emphasis  dur¬ 
ing  Church  Music  Leadership  Confer¬ 
ence  at  Ridgecrest,  June  19-25,  and  at 
Glorieta,  July  17-23.  Each  week  will 
feature  an  invited  handbell  choir,,  an 
invited  church  orchestra,  a  perfor¬ 
mance  of  “The  Messiah”  and  an  even¬ 
ing  celebration  of  Bold  Mission  Thrust, 
featuring  music  to  support  evangelism 
growth  and  the  church.  A  Venezuelan 
Baptist  choir  is  scheduled  to  perform 
at  Ridgecrest,  while  a  Spanish  choir 
will  perform  at  Glorieta. 


He  addeq  the  question  resolves  in  regards  to  the  Scripture,  he  did  say 

around  “what  we  believe  about  the.  tl)e  problem  could  be  solved  if  the 

word  of  God.  If  we  can’t  settle  that,  I  statement  were  amended  and  “just 

believe  it  is  the  ultimate  cancer  that;  simply  said  the  Bible  not  ‘has’  but  is 
will  destroy  the  organism.  There  are?  truth  without  any  mixture  of  error, 
two  different  schools  of  thought;  there,;  period.”  The  average  layman 
is  a  continen Lai  divide;  there  is  an  east  wouldn't  see  the  difference,  he  added, 
is  east  and  n  west  is  west.  Either  the  but  “tha Us  where  the  theological  fur 
wordofGod  s  infallible  or  it’s  fallible;’  would  bdgin  to  fly.” 
it  is  inerran  or  it  is  errant.”  *  He  claimed  that  when  denomi- 

He  chargi  d  the  denomination  has!  nationally-employed  persons  sign  the 
many  professors  who  do  not  believe'  statement-and  still  believe  the  Bible  is 
the  Bible  is  historically,  philosophic®  fallible,  the  "problem  (is)  not theolog- 
cally,  scientifically  and  theologically  icjal  but  ethical.” 
without  errir,”  a  point  inerrantists  'Rogers  commented  that  the  1981  an- 
stress,  mair  taining  the  Bible  is  with-  nual  meeting  of  the  denomination  in 

out  error  in  all  of  these  dimensions,  i  Los  Angeles  "was  the  biggest  headon 

collision  we’ve  ever  had  in  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention.  I  do  think  that 
wie  came  away  agreeing  to  disagree  " 
He  added  he  was  "grieved,  strongly 
grieved”  that  SBC  President  Bailey 
Smith  was  opposed  for  re-election  to  a 
traditional  Second  term,  but  added  he 
thinks  “a  lot  of  the  spirit  of  convivial¬ 
ity  was  due  to  Bailey’s  spirit  of  grace  " 


MSU  Missions 
Madness 


Dr.  Pussoll  E.  Avon  Is  a 

prolessor  at  thel  University 
of  Mississippi.  He  Is  a 
deacon  and  Sunday 
School’  leader  at  First 
Baptist  Church,  Oxford, 
Mississippi.  t 

p<  jper,  $4.95 


Jay  Porter,  varsity  catcher  on  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  State  baseballyteam,  shared  his 
Christian  testimony  at  Missions  Mad¬ 
ness,  sponsored  by  the  MSU  Baptist 
Student  Union  More  than  200  high 
school  and  college  students  from  16 
churches  participated  in  the  rally,  which 
was  staged  to  raise  money  for  student 
missions.  More  than  $600  was  raised. 
Activities  included  speakers,  wacky  re¬ 
lays  and  games  and  Christian  music 
concerts.  Ken  Watkins  is  BSU  director 


veil,  editor 
imal  of  the 
Georgia  Baptist  Convention— that 
Southern  Baptists  "have  made  a  gol¬ 
den  calf  of  the  program.  . . .  It’s  al¬ 
most  easier  to  be  against  the  Virgin 
Birth  than  the  program  ” 

By  program,  he  said  he  meant  the 
entire  work  of  the  denomination,  of 
which  the  Cooperative  Program  is  a 
major  part. 

TTie  Cooperative  Program  is  the  de¬ 
nomination's  unified  giving  plan, 
through  which  the  36,000-plus 
churches  support  missions,  education, 
evangelism  and  other  efforts,  includ¬ 
ing  state  and  national  conventions, 
missionaries  at  home  and  abroad, 
theological  education,  colleges  and 
universities,  hospitals,  child  care 
facilities  and  other  activities. 

In  1981.  according  to  the  SBC  Ste¬ 
wardship  Commission,  the  churches 
contributed  $229,471,751,  of  which 
$81,685,873.  was  channeled  through  the 
national  convention. 

For  Rogers,  an  outspoken  proponent 
of  biblical  inerrancy  (belief  that  the 
Bible,  in  its  original  autographs,  is 
without  error ),  denominational  sup¬ 
port  is  linked  to  conservative  theology 
He  said  Southern  Baptists  started 
out  “with  a  moderately  narrow  theol¬ 
ogy,”  and  while  the  denomination 
“almost  refused  a  written  down,  finely 
honed  creed,"  there  were  common  be¬ 
liefs,  such  as  "the  inerrancy  of  the 
scriptures,  salvation  by  grace  through 


Fight  for  the  right 

He  said  he  would  “fight,  really,  fo)j 
the  right  of  <  very  man  to  believe  as  h«; 
wants,”  and  added:  “I  don;t  want  tdr 
talk  too  bra  rely,  but  I’d  be  willing  ter 
die  for  .  .  t  ie  freedom  .  .  for  you  tdi 
believe  wha  you  believe.  But  don’t  you 
realize  that  when  you’re  asking  me  to 
pay  your  salary  or  else  be  thought  of  ag 
a  bad  boy,  that  you  are  forcing  you! 
beliefs  on  me  . .  .?" 

He  commented  there  are  some 
within  the  qenomination  "who  would 
like  to  put  a  steel  band  around  our  dol-; 
lars.  They  say  you  do  not  have  room  tc 
wiggle  program-wise,  but  we’ve  got! 
plenty  of  roc  m  on  the  other  side  to  wig¬ 
gle  theologically.  And,  again,  I  say, 
what  is  sauc  ?  for  the  goose  is  sauce  for 
the  gander  ’ 

Rogers  sa  d  if  he  could  prescribe  111 
solution  “the  best  .  would  be  to  go|j 


Musical  water  tdjbs  at  Missions  Mad¬ 
ness  takes  more  dedication  than  regular 
musical  chairs. 


Royal  Ambassador  work 
made  a  profound 
impression  on  me  as  a 
boy.  It  has  continued 
to  make  similar 
impressions  on  me  as  a 
pastor. 


In  Royal  Ambassador 
camps,  I  have  seen 
young  men  accept, 
Christ  as  Saviour 
and  answer  God's  , 
call  to  church 
vocational  work  ■  a 


David  R.  Grant,  Pastor 
Broadmoor  Baptist  Church 
Jackson,  Mississippi 


faith,  the  priesthood  of  the  believer, 
autonomy  of  the  local  church,  baptism 
by  immersion  of  believers  only,  the 
security  of  the  believers.  . 


Alongside  that  narrow  theology,  the 
denomination  “had  a  broad  program. 


Missions  Madness  obstacle  course 


Mid-America  acci 

4 

after  coijimittee  a 


Some  Go  To  Church 
To  Lift  Their  Voices  In  Song 
Others  Go  Just 
To  Do  Some  Lifting. 


Moscow  ( EP) — Six  Pentecostalists 
claiming  religious  persecution  raced 
prtst  Soviet  guards  into  the  British 
Embassy  in  efforts  to  get  emigration 
visas  but  left  after  diplomats  said  they 
could  not  help,  embassy  sources  said 
April  28.  The  sources  said  the  fun¬ 
damentalist  Christians  entered  the 
compound  Tuesday  night,  left  an  hour 
later  and  were  immediately  seized  by 
20  plainclothes  police.  The  British 
Embassy  is  across  the  Moscow  River 
from  the  Kremlin. 


months  untjl  the  facilities  could  be* 
prepared  for  seminary  use. 

Since  therj,  the  seminary  has  been  ir) 
its  own  facilities.  It  just  purchased  art 
additional  3,5  acres  with  three  major 
Ijacent  to  campus  for  $1.1) 
i  A1  Chymia  Shrine, 
the  seminary’s  largest 
:h  supporter,  contribute:) 
five  percent”  of  Mid- 
$1.5  million  operating 
lison  said.  The  school 
)  tuition  per  semester.  Ths 
rest  of  itfe  support  comes  from 
“churches  land  individuals.”  Allison 
said  the  school  has  operated  in  the 
black  every  year.  | 

.  I  .  _  it.  —  n  nnil  Aw. n  1 


By  Norman  Jameson 

MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  (BP)— Mid- 
America  Baptist  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  following  a  successful  appeal, 

has  been  accredited  by  the  Association 

of  Southern  Colleges  and  Schools.  buildings 
Mid-America  was  denied  accredita-  million  fr 
tion  in  December  1981  when  the  as-  Bellevi 
sociation’s  Commission  on  College  re-  single  ch 
versed  the  recommendatioa of  its  on-  “four  oi 
site  evaluation  team  to  grant  the  vital  America 
status.  budget 

“We’re  rejoicing  that  the  committee  charges  1 
reversed  the  decision  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Colleges,”  said  Mid-America 
President  Gray  Allison..  “We  believe 
we  deserve  the  accreditation.  We  don  t 

think  the  accreditation  makes  us  a  bet¬ 
ter  seminary,  but  it  shows  we  have  a  folks  for  S 
good  academic  institution.”  *  Allison  sail 

Mid-America,  an  independent  semi-  sors  accep 
nary  with  strong  ties  to  several  South-  ration  of  th 
em  Baptist  churches,  has  been  in  can-  are  Southe 

didate  status— an  intermediate  step  to  active  mei 


Office  equipment.  Sound  systems.  Audiovisual 
equipment.  Money.  Antiques.  All  can  tempt  bur¬ 
glars  and  vandals  to  break  into  churches.  That's 
why  you  need  /Etna  Life  &,  Casualty's  Church 
Insurance  Program.1 

Preventing  losses  is  a  vital  feature  of  /Etnas ^Pro¬ 
gram.  So  participating  churches  receive  tips  on 
how  to  make  costly  necessities  and  items  of  sen¬ 
timental  value  less  tempting.  How  to  choose  the 
right  lock,  safe,  and  burglar  alarm.  And  how  to 
prevent  accidents  like  slips  and  falls,  and  disasters 
like  fire. 

Plus,  the  Program  features  affordable  insurance 
coverages  your  church  needs,  a  convenient  pay¬ 
ment  plan,  and  the  services  of  a  local  E.tna  agent. 

Because  yours  is  a  Southern  Baptist  Church,  you’ll 
want  to  know  more  about  the  Southern  Baptist 
Insurance  Trust2  sponsored  Church  Insurance 
Program.  Fill  out  and  return  the  coupon. 


WORLD’S  FAIR  RENTALS— 2 
and  3  bedroom  fully  furnished 
mobile  homes  *45  to  *75  day.  Full 
hook  up  R.V.  sites  *15  day.  Special 
consideration  and  prices  to 
church  groups.  Phone  Knoxville 
(615  )  687-1848  or  945-3548. 


SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION 
PLAY  (May-October).  GROUPS: 
Stay  and  save  at  KELLER’S 
COUNTRY  DORM  RESORT,  Rt.  1, 
Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas  72632 
Tickets,  lodging,  meals  and  recrea¬ 
tion  just  $17  each.  Phone  (501)  253- 
8418. 


Asked  if  the  seminary  would  seek 
budget  su  >port  from  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  Cooperative  Prog¬ 
ram,  Allison  said  he  would  not  specu¬ 
late  on  th: 

(Jamei 


WORLD’S  FAIR  RENTAL,  Knox¬ 
ville,  Tennessee,  May  -  October. 
Contact  Mrs.  M.  F.  Strunk.  108 
Middlebury  Road,  Oak  Ridge.  TN 
37830;  phone  (615)  482-3612. 


BP  feature  editor.) 


1  The  Church  Insurance  Program  is  underwritten  by  the  Automobile 

Insurance  Company  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  one  of  the  Etna  Life&, 
Casualty  Companies  » 

2  Not  affiliated  with  a  State  Convention  or  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 


People  Search 

By  Mose  Dangerfield 
Mississippi  Sunday  School 
Department 


CHRISTIAN  COOK  for  noted 
Wyoming  Outfitter’s  Hunting 
Camp  NEEDED  for  Fall  of  1982. 
Begins  late  August  and  goes 
through  mid  October.  Excellent 
conditions.  Everything  furnished. 
Qualifications  must  include  ex¬ 
tensive  background  in  food  prep¬ 
arations  for  large  groups,  ability 
to  work  with  people  and  entertain. 
Send  resume  or  letter  of 
background  with  references  to: 
Allen  Cook.  NORTH  LARAMIE 
OUTFITTING  &  GUIDE  SER¬ 
VICE,  Harris  Park  Route,  Wheat 
land,  WY  82201  Phone  307-322- 
3967. 


The  following  churches  of  our  state 
have  completed  a  People  Search  *in 
1982.  We  congratulate  them.  Reports 
of  these  ate  coming  in  and  it  is  evident 
that  the  number  of  prospects  disco¬ 
vered  wa*  appreciable. 

Poplar  Springs,  Lauderdale  Associ¬ 
ation;  Carriage  Hills,  Northwest  As- 
sociatior First,  Olive  Branch. 
Northwes  t  Association;  Colonial  Hills. 
Northwes  t  Association; 

Frankl  n  Creek.  'Jackson  Associa¬ 
tion;  Firs  t.  Summit.  Pike  Association; 
First.  Ab:rdeen,  Monroe  Association; 
Mt.  Zion,  Northwest  Association 
(Others  have  conducted  a  People 
Search,  out  these  are  the  reported 
ones).  > 


Return  to:  Southern  Baptist  InsuranceTrust,  Suite 500. 8333  Douglas  Avenue  Dallas,  Texas75225 

Yes,  I  am  interested  in  hearing  more  about  the  Southern  Baptist  Insurance  Trust*  sponsored 
Church  Insurance  Program.  I  understand  this  in  no  way  obligates  me. 


Name  of  Church 


Stale 


WORLD’S  FAIR  LODGING— 
Entire  4  bedroom  private  house 
4'*  miles  from  fair.  *125.00  night¬ 
ly.  Come  with  friends.  For  info: 


Phone  Number 


Person  to  Contact 


Our  present  insurance  expires  on - 

'Not  affiliated  with  a  State  Convention  or  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 


*  J  •  VVIIIV  H  I  Ml  IVMMOI  »  -  . 

Bernice  Downey,  514  Forest  Hills 
Blvd.,  Knoxville.  TN  37919.  phone 
615/588-8355,  687-5268. 


1 

■■■ 

RAGE  4  BAPTIST  RECORD 

Editorials  . 


Thiysday.  May  20, 1982 


Haywood  N.  Stubble 


Denominational  front  line 


rectors  of  missions  because  they  are 
always  the  men  nearest  to  the  im¬ 
plementation  of  the  endeavors  as  they 
are!  carried  out  by  the  churches  1 

Promoter,  confidant,  organizer,  en- 
courager,  developer,  consultant 
counselor,  pastor  to  the  pastors  and 
sometimes  to  the  churches  also,  that  is 
the  director  of  missions.  And  the  work 
in  his  association  and  thereby  across 
the  state  and  the  nation  and  even 
around  the  world  reflects  his  ability  to 
fit  into  all  of  those  categories. 

I  know.  I’ve  watched  it  over  many 


tirement  in  1970. 

The  association!  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  is  a  denominational  executive  of 
prime  importance:  And  associational 
missions  work  is  as  important  as  is 
carried  on  anywhere  in  the  world. 

Thus  this  is  a  plea  for  increased 
awareness  of  and  continued  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  this  front-line  endeavor  in 
world  missions  that  is  being  carried  on 
at  our  doorsteps  as  we  observe  Associ¬ 
ation! 


Emphasis  Sunday  — DTM 


The  rumor  mill  grinds  on 


The  Baptist  Record  hqs  determined  Evidently  i)  don’t  talk  to  the  right 
lat  there  is  little  reason  tt>  continue  to  people,  for  I  had  not  heard  such  a 
*al  with  the  persistent  rumor  that  rumor  until  It  st  week.  Now  I  find  that 
adalyn  Murray  O'Hair  is  trying  to  it  is  pretty  wilespread. 

J *5^ 008 ,b.r0adcflft"  thr?wn °« °>e  Rumor  has  t  that  because  the  Proc- 

J  l  and  "eVer  h.aS  ^  and  Gamble  Company  uses  a  logo 

'  u  *he  rumor  persists,  shaped  like  a  moon  and  13  stars  in  a 

lere  seems  to  be  no  way  of  stopping  circle  this  is  a  i  indication  of  “Moonie” 

_ ,  „„  _  .  ,  control.  Company  information  sub- 

'  . ,  '  ,  1  8°  ti  yr';r  3«d  sequently  supplied  indicates  that  this 

amble  Company  called  the  Bapbs  symbol  W  used  by  Procter  and 

cord  and  asked  the  wr.ter  .f  I  might  Gamb|e  ,  More  there  were  any- 

Ip  them  dispell  the  rumor  that  their  "Moonies."8(  )ther  materiai  in  thiV 

rnpany  is  controMed  by  the  issue  of  the  Baptist  Record  goes  into 

(loonies  operation.  They  said  the  greater  detaif 

mor  was  particularly  bad  m  some 

(■as  including  Mississippi.  Another  facet  of  fhe  P&G  rumor 


would 


have  it  that  a  P&G  official  ap-  try  like  a  prairie  fire.  To  try  to  stop 
peared  on  the  Donahue  television  talk  them  would  seem  to  be  much  akinjto 
show  ^nd  discussed  a  company  con-  trying  to  stop  the  prairie  fire  by  stamp- 
nection  with  satanism.  Both  P&G  and  ing  it  out  with  the  feet.  And  any  single 
the  producers  of  the  Donahue  program  individual’s  contribution  to  the  rumor 
declare  that  no  P&G  official  has  ap-  spread  would  be  much  like  throwing 
peared  on  the  show:  and,  of  course,  an  additional  lighted  match  on  an  al- 
P^G  denies  any  involvement  with  ready  roaring  fire, 
satanism  The  object  of  this  writing  is  to  plead 

Again,  these  details  are  given  fuller  with  those  who  read  not  to  lose  faith  in 
discussion  in  additional  material  in  an  established  and  respected  Ameri- 
this  issue.  *  can  company  on  the  basis  of  rumafs. 

The  pointof  this  writing  is  nit  to  say.  And  don’t  risk  an  increase  in  blood 
“Don’t  spread  the  rumors."  those  pressure  by  worrying  about  Mrs. 
who  read  this  are  not  likely  to  have  O’Hair.  She  has  not  caused  near  as 
much  effect  on  the  rumors  one  way  or  much  commotion  as  she  has  been 
another.  They  sweep  across  the  coun-  given  credit  for.— DTM 


Faces  And  Places 

By  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


Goodwill  Worker  of  the  Y 


Last  week  was  like  the  “olden  days” 
at  our  house  —  no  refrigerator  while 
we  were  waiting  for  an  ordered  part. 


An  opportunity  lost 


We  could  smile,  though— the  guaran¬ 
tee  ran  out  the  week  after  arid  not  the 
week  before  the  breakdown !  Maybe  if 
we  went  to  see  Cindy  Kendrick,  she’d 
stuff  some  pork  chops  for  our  supper, 
now  that  she’s  in  her  new  apartment. 
Her  fellow  church  members  of 
Lakeshore  Baptist  in  south  Jackson 
gave  her  a  grocery  pounding  for  house 
warming. 

Before  that.  Lakeshore  held  Cindy 


An  opportunity  to  create  a  climate  of 
openness  concerning  an  element  of 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  machin¬ 
ery  has  slipped  away,  and  who  knows 
w  hen  there  will  be  another  such  occa¬ 
sion 

Last  year  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  President  Bailey  Smith  an¬ 
nounced  his  committee  appointments 
before  the  convention,  and  that  was  a 
move  in  the  right  direction.  He  was  the 
first  in  many  years,  if  not  the  first 
ever,  to  do  that.  His  announcement 
caused  an  uproar  because  of  some  of 
those  appointed,  however,  and 
changes  were  made  as  a  result. 

This  year  he  reverted  to  the  inaction 
of  bis  predecessors,  and  perhaps  one 


can  understand  why  He  did  what  he 
thought  would  be  the  acceptable  thing 
last  year  and  get  criticized  for  it.  Tru¬ 
ly.  some  of  thte  appointments  seemed 
to  create  problems;  but  they  were  his 
appointees,  and  he  was  criticized. 

This  year  pe  didn't  reveal  any 
names  other  Ijhan  of  the  chairmen  of 
two  committees  He  would  have  done 
the  Southern  I  Baptist  Convention  a 
great  service  by  announcing  his  ap¬ 
pointments  for  the  second  year  in  a 
row.  That  would  have  put  the  same  bee 
on  the  back  of  the  next  president  and 
might  have  ini  iated  a  preceded r.  That 
truly  would  hajve  been  a  welcome  con- 


have  announced  the  appointees.  It  has 
not  been  the  normal  thing  to  do.  But 
what  a  tremendous  impact  it  would 
have  been  for  good  had  he  chosen  to  do 


definition,  he  might  have  entered  ikito 
a  conference.  Indications  are,  how¬ 
ever.  as  noted  in  last  week’s  issue)  of 
the  Baptist  Record,  there  was  litjtle 
communication. 


Kendricks  Day  to  congratulate  her  on  ’SPflvUl  -  Up 

being  Goodwill  Industrie^  Worker  of  BHpr 

the  Year.  As  a  guest  speaker,  pretty  H| 

blond,  brown-eyed  Cindy  glowed  with  pSk  |  ^ 

goodwill,  exuberant  enthusiasm  arid  rinnT  KorJLek 

self-confidence  That  must  have  been 

a  day  of  triumph  for  her.  Baptist  Church.  SimpJson  County,  and 

At  22.  she  has  come  a  long  way  in  her  her  brother.  Steve  Kejndrick.  have  en- 
fight  against  cerebral  palsy.  She.  Was  couraged  her  in  her  fight  to  be  inde- 
born  in  Columbia.  Miss.  By  the  time  pendent.  After  she  got  a  job,  she 
she  was  seven  she’d  had  corrective  bought  a  Monza  Chevrolet,  and  Steve 
surgery  twice  on  her  legs.  taught  her  to  driv'e.  j 

Children  love  her.  She  told  news-  If  you  saw  Raggedy  Ann  in  one  of 
paper  reporter  Maria  Halkias  that  those  back-to-school  Goodwill  sales 
adults  often  stare  at  her  because  (in  that  was  Cindy  und  >r  the  red  wig’ 
her  own  words,  she  "walks  funny.”  She’s  a  natural  at  ac  ing.  Her  job  as 
but  that  children  ask  why  she  walks  receptionist  and  cljerk/ typist  has 
that  way  and  she  explains  that  God  broadened  to  includela  lot  of  promo- 


reason  why  he  should 


:  Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  limited 
to  300  words,  and  the  editor  reserves 
the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer. 
Editorial  prerogatives  must  be  re¬ 
sent'd  under  all  circumstances,  and 
the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  do  not 
necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the 
staff  of  fhe  Baptist  Record. 


and  addresses  of  young  people  coming 
to  the  AFA  in  June  1982.  Thank  you. 

For  West  Point  help,  write:  Alton 
Harpe,  11  Washington  St.  Cornwall  on 
Hudson.  N  Y  12520 
For  Annapolis  help,  write:  Dick 
Bumpass.  Bcjx  1509.  Annapolis.  MD 
21404. 

Don  Gurney,  Director  BSU 
1230  N.  Cascade  (303  )  471-8050 
Colorado  (Springs,  CO  80903 


On  neither  the  Credentials  Commit-  wrong.The  photo  of  the  ballerina  on 
tee,  nor  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  page  19  suggests  to  youth  and  teachers 
was  there  any  communication  at  all  of  church  classes  that  it  is  all  right  fo 
prior  to  April  30th.  at  which  time  the  display  one’s  nude  body  and  the  Au- 
president  shared  the  names  of  those  thor’s  suggestion  that  one  of  the  train 
appointed. Bylaws8and22haveessen-  ing  union  group  share  content  mafte- 
tially  the  same  requirements  as  Bylaw  rial  on  the  ballerina  i$  further  proof 
21  j-  .  .  in  consultation  with  the  that  some  authors  of  Baptist  peribdi- 
vic^-presidents  .  .  ”  or  ".[.  .  in  con-  cals  are  more  interested  in  yojjjng 
ference  with  the  vice-presidents  .  . .”  people  adapting  to  the  immoral  soci- 
While  the  "letter”  of  Bylaw  21  may  ety  in  which  they  live  than  in  teaching 
have  been  kept,  the  “spirit”  of  the  the  Scriptures. 

Bylaws  and  the  Los  Angeles  Conven-  The  author.  Nan  Olmsted,  stated  in 
tion  has  not  been  kept.  the  Unit  overview  that,  "One  denni- 

Dr.  Smith  is  a  gracious,  sweet-  tion  of  example  is  something  desefv- 
spirited  leader,  and  perhaps  there  is  ing  to  be  imitated  or  copied:  a  model. 


broadened  to  include).  ’ 
tional  work  for  Goodwill,  and  she’s  en¬ 
joying  this,  she  said  She’s  been  on  TV 
in  “Community  Contict.” 

“At Goodwill.  I  likejthe people,”  she 
said,  “the  friendly  ataosphere,  each 
person  trying  to  help  self,  everybody 
working  together  as  a  team."  The  130 
employees,  receive  Help  spiritually, 
mentally,  and  physically,  she  added. 
“Once  a  month  we  hive  a  devotional 
speaker,  perhaps  a  pfeacher  or  youth 
director.” 

Her  supervisor,)  Mrs.  Verdie 


in  Conference 


Please  help  the  Baptist  Student  Last  week  1  received  a  letter  from 
Union  at  the  Air  Force  Academy  get  Mrs.  Christiie  Gregory,  first  vice- 
the  word  to  the  young  men  and  women  president  of  the  Ibuthern  Baptist  Con- 
coming  to  the  Academy  on  June  28,  vention.  responding  to  my  inquiry’ to 
1982.  Vtewouldliketomeettheirplane,  both  vice-pri  sidents  regarding  how 
'provide  transportation  and  housing  they  were  inv  lived  by  the  president  in 
overnight,  and  help  them  report  to  the  the  selectior  of  the  Committee  on 
AFA  at  the  proper  time  on  Monday  Committees.  iFrom  Don  Kim,  second 
morning  vice-presidenjt.  I  have  no  reply. 

The  Home  Mission  Board  and  Col-  Southern  Baptists  need  to  know  what 

orado  Baptists  have  been  providing  has  taken  pit  ce.  Mrs.  Gregory,  prior 
this  ministry  for  15  years.  We  know  to  April  30,  h  id  only  one  communica- 
about  some  of  the  young  people  com-  tion  from  D\  Smith  since  the  Los 
ing  to  the  AFA.  but  we  would  like  to  Angeles  convention,  that  dated  Feb- 
minister  to  the  many  others  who  are  ruary  24th.  fe  stated  in  part.  .  .  I 
coming  that  we  do  not  know  about.  will  soon  appoint  the  Committee  on 
If  parents,  pastors,  friends,  and/or  Committees  |  .  .  If  you  have  anyone 
the  young  people  themselves  will  drop  you  would  like  for  me  to  consider, 
us  a  note  with  name  and  address,  we  please  let  mi  know  by  return  mail.” 
will  correspond  with  them  to  secure  Bylaw  21  stites,  "A  Committee  on 
flight  arrival  times  and  provide  Committees  <  .  shall  be  appointed  by 
further  information  to  them.  the  president,  in  conference  with  the 

Good  things  are  happening  through  vice-presideiits  .  .”  On  April  30th  the 
the  BSU  at  the  Air  Force  Academy,  president  cdlled  to  tell  her  his  ap- 
and  it  is  widely  recognized;  however,  pointments.  Such  communication  can 
we  need  help  in  telling  others  about  hardly  be  considered  “in  conference 


Re-decide  goals 

I  would  like  to  refer  to 


the  writte 
content  and  photo  which  appeared  i 
theApril  11  section  of  Volume  9  of  th 
Baptist  Youth,  a  periodical  used  t 
many  of  our  Baptist  churches.  It  is  sa 
when  misguided  persons  draw  a 
analogy  between  the  patience  of  a  ba 
lerina  performer  and  the  patienc 
Jesus  teaches  Christians. 

Our  young  people,  who  live  in  a  cl 
mate  of  ever  increasing,  declinig 
immorality,  have  enough  problem 
standing  up  for  Jesus  without  being  I- 
fluenced  by  the  church  to  o 


sundress, 


Rumors  persist 


t  ( Continued  from  page  1 . 
done  a  program  about  Satanism  "said 
Richard  Thrall,  executive  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  Multimedia  Program  Produc¬ 
tions  which  owns  the  Donahue  show  in 
a  letter  dated  Jan.  22.  1982.  ' 

The  third  recurring  rumor  concerns 
an  alleged  movie  about  the  sex  life  of 
Jesus.  A  Hollywood  publication.  Mod¬ 
ern  People  News,  printed  jn  Illinois 
took  a  reader  poll  in  1977  about  their 
opinions  on  a  proposed  film  on  the  Sex 
life  of  JesuSsby  a  Danish  film  maker 
The  readers  dipn’t  like,  the  idea.  Also 
the  filmmaker  dropped  the  idea  when 
he  received  tremendous  opposition 
The  magazine  told  readers  the  project 
had  been  cancelled.  But  the  flood  of 
mail  continued.  And  the  rumor  per¬ 
sists.  K 

People  who  pass  on  these  rumors 
have  generated  more  mail  than  most 
legitimate  issues.  Yet.  still  it' goes  on 
A  woman  phoned  the  Baptist  Record 
office  asking  about  the  FCC  petition 


She  sent  a  copy  of  the  circular 
had  a  tear-off  to  be  serlt  to  the  Fi 
support  of  continuing)  religious 
ramming. 

She  was  told  that  there  was  no 
to  the  matter.  But.  it  was  cleai 
other  person,  the  rumcr  monger- 
prolific.  anonymous  fant 
communicator— had  von  her  ovi 

Christians  need  to  mow  that 
son’s  secret  and  put  it  to  use  wit 


tor  The  association  serves  several  ol 
the  largest  municipalities  in  Argen 
tina  with  a  population  exceeding  2 


James  Yates 
President 


Earl  Kelly 

Executive  Secretary-Treasurer 
The  Baptist  Building 
Box  539,  Jackson,  Miss.  39285 


Bolivar 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee:  remit 
Cork  Aberdeen;  Marcus  Finch.  Meridian,  vice- 
chairmen,  Odis  Henderson.  Cleveland,  Gary  Hol¬ 
land  Pascagoula  chairman;  Tom  Hudson. 
Jackson.  James  Jackson.  C  ohm  bin 
Subscriptions  *.»  i  year  payable  in  advance 
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~  Second  Class  Postage  pawl  at  Jackson.  Misris- 

^Re  Baptist  Record  is  a  member  <t  fee  Southern 

Baptist  Press  Association 


where  he  was 
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Carey  Chapel  Church,  Mt.  Pleasant 
(Marshall):  May  23-28;  Jim  Hylton, 
evangelist  one  of  the  main  speakers 
during  the  "Prayer  for  Spiritual  Awa¬ 
kening  Conference  held  at  Colonial 

Heights  Church,  Jackson.  Dec.,  1981 1.  . 

Ken  Bradley,  pastor,  states.  "We  Auburn  Church,  TUpelot  May  23-26; 
would  like  to  invite  all  who  would  like  Sunday  services,  11  00  a.bi  and  7:00 
to,  to  come  and  be  with  us.  Call  601-  p.m.,  services.  Mon. -Wed  .7:00  p  m 

851-7543  or  write  our  church  at  Rt.  1,  Landon  Wilkersori.  mi<  sionary  to 
Box  252,  Red  Banks.  Miss..  38661  and  Honduras,  preaching;  Paul  Reed,  di- 
we  will  do  what  we  can  to  help  with  recting  the.music;  JameTwhite,  pas- 


Shiloh 


h  Ma  /  23-28;  Ellis 
Church.  Oakland, 
evangelist;  Bruce  Aubre) .  Faith  Bap¬ 
tist  Church;  Atoka,  Tenn. ;  leading  the 
music;  David  Ard.  pastor 


I  met  a  few  years  ago  when  on  tour  to 
Hong  Kong  Amy  and  I  became  great 
friends  and  she  calls  us  her  God-given 

mnfhl?'|S1f?Cke  She  !?3S  no  Parents  Her 
mother  left  her  when  she  was  5.  She 

also  had  an  older  brother  and' two  sis- 
ters.  with  her  father  and  grandma! 
He\  father  worked  very  hard  to  sup- 
port  the  family  and  put  all  four  chil¬ 
dren  through  school  with  her  grand¬ 
mother's  help.  Four  years  ago  her 
father  died  with  cancer  of  the  lungs. 
He  did  not  see  any  of  his  children  mar¬ 
ried. 

In  Amy  s  letter  she  invited  us  to 
come  to  her  wedding  on  February  25 
and  be  her  guardian  and  sign  the  mar¬ 
riage  certificate,  since  her  old 
grdridma  cannot  write  or  read. 
Through  much  prayers,  our  Lord 
opened  the  way  and  mjfhusband 
granted  me  the  permission  to  make 
this  trip. 

Omthe  early  morning  of  Feb.  20th.' 
my  dear  husband  and  one  of  our 
grandchildren  was  taking  me  to  Mem¬ 
phis  to  the  airport.  When  we  were  al¬ 
most  to  the  airport,  all  at  once  our  car 
heated  up  and  smoke  came  from  the 
front  of  the  car.  It  was  only  45  minutes 
before  my  flight  departure  time.  All  of 
a  sudden  here  came  a  young  man  who 
said  to  my  husband.  "Put  your  wife's 


‘ng  the  car.  It  took  us  45  minutes  to  get 
there;  we  found  my  parents’  old  house, 
'  stayed  in  this  house  for  about  20 
months  before  I  left  for  the  United 
States  in  1937. 

We  had  a  good  visit  with  all  our  rela¬ 
tives  that  1  had  not  seen  in  so  long ;  they 
were  well  and  older.  The  littlechildren 
were  around  us.  some  with  no  shoes, 
their  garments  old  and  ragged.  It  was 
cold  and  rainy.  It  came  to  my  thoughts 
how  blessed  we  were  and  our  good 
Lord  blessed  us  richly  in  so  many 
ways.  We  need  to  praise  him  for  a  few 
moments  from  our  busy  daily  work 
and  give  much  thanks  unto  him  for  all 
our  blessings. 

My  relatives  will  try  to  have 
everyone  tune  into  the  radio  station  in 
Hong  Kong  to  listen  to  the  gospel  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We  can  do  all  things 
in  the  name  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour. 

After  our  delightful  visit  we  were  pn 
our  way  back  to  the  car  and  home  to 
Canton.  About  half  an  hour  before  we 
reached  our  hotel,  we  had  another 
blowout.  Just  then,  coming  toward  us 
was  a  station  wagon.  We  flagged  it 
down  and  the  driver  invited  us  to  ride 
back  to  the  hotel  with  him  Yes,  again, 
"our  Lord  is  always  on  time.” 

Through  this  trip  we  can  see  his 
spirit,  his  presence,  his  great  love,  his 
goodness  and  mercy,  his  protection 
Our  Lord  Jesus  is  everywhere.  “He 


First,  Coldwater  (fate):  May  23-26; 
in  conjunction  with  the  t  leme  “Five 
Fantastically  Fabulous  [Sundays  in 
May”,  music  under  direct  on  of  Bobby 
Shurden ;  David  Miller  leading  in  Bible 
Study  at  noon-time  services  each  day 
and  preaching  in  the  evening  services 
each  night. 


Keception  will 
mark  Meltons’ 
20th  anniversary 


The  Newton  County  Baptist  Associa¬ 
tion  will  give  a  reception  honoring  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Melton  on  Sunday 
afternoon.  June  6.  from  2  until  4  in  the 
Family  Life  Building  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  Newton.  The  occasion  will 
mark  his  20th  anniversary  as  the  as¬ 
sociation’s  director  of  missions  and 
hers  as  secretary  to  the  director. 

While  serving  also  on  the  faculty  and 
*staff  of  Clarke  College,  the  Meltons 
have  led  all  the  association’s  churches' 
in  the  strengthening  and  development 
of  their  ministry.  His  effective  work  in 
associational  missions  has  been  rec¬ 
ognized  not  only  locally  and  in  the  state 
but  also  nationally.  He  has1  partici¬ 
pated  in  many  programs  promoted  by 
the  Home  Mission  Board,  SBC.  He  is  a 
member  of  a  joint  task  force  repre¬ 
senting  several  Southern  Baptist 
agencies,  in  the  development  of  some 
much  needed  Bible  study  and  Christ¬ 
ian  training  literature  for  the  blind 

All  of  the  churches  in  the  association 
are  making  plans  to  participate  in  the 
program  at  the  reception.  Many 
people  from  over  the  state  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  in  attendance.  No  formal 
invitations  are  being  sent,  but  persons 
from  all  denominations  are  invited. 


Cleveland,  Miss  "It  was  a  happy  moment  for  nje  to  find  the  church  after  46  years  away 
from  it  With  Mr^.  Wong  are  the  pastor,  "tWo  lady  members",  (left  and  right)  and 
Mark  Ma.  (center)  "the  one  who  believed"  aind  went  to  church  with  Mrs.  Wong. 

came  when  I  fjound  my  mother’s 
church,  where  1  was  saved  and  bap¬ 
tized.  when  I  wi  s  11  years  old.  Hal¬ 
lelujah  ! 

Then  on  Sundjy  I  went  back  to  at- 


World’s  Fair  Mote)  (New) 

Each  unit  has  two  bed¬ 
rooms  and  kitchen4-3  dou¬ 
ble  beds— 35  miles  to  fair 
site. 

$72.00  Phone  615-376-6572 


a! tour,  please  take  a  copy  of  God’s  pre¬ 
cious  Word  and  give  it  to  someone  so 
tfjey  can  learn  of  Jesus  Christ.  Please 
nepiember  to  pray  for  this  one.  Mark 
Ma  and  many  people  in  mainland 
CMnaj 

c  ’  ! 

;Our  church  doors  are  slowly  opening 
oi)ce  more,  praise  God.  One  can  feel 
God’s  Spirit  moving  everywhere 
ajtnong  the  Chinese  people. 

My  cousins  and  I  went  back  to  the  old 
village  where  my  parents  got  married. 

I  jWished  to  see  their  old  house.  When 
wf  were  about  half  way  there,  our  car 
had  a  blowout  and  we  did  not  have  any 
sg(are  tire.  The  driver  was  a  very 
y4ung  man.  not  more  than  23.  but  he 
sdjemed  to  be  a  very  unhappy  and  bit¬ 
ter  person  I  asked  him  would  he  like  to 
^  believe  in  our  Lord  God?  He  answered 
'b&k.  “I  have  no  belief.  This  is  what 
*•  mV  country  taught  me.’ ;  i  China  prom¬ 
ises  the  Chinese  people  a  roof  over 
iheir  heads,  food  in  their  tummy,  some 
spending  money,  and  cremation  after 
death.  > 

/] 

>1  told  Wing  Fu.  "I’ll;  pray  for  this 
ycjjung  man  "  We  helped  him  take  the 
titfe  off  in  the  rain  and  mud  so  he  could 
hi^jh  a  ride  back  to  the  nearest  town  to 
repaij.  the  tire.  We  had  to  wait  two 
h<j;ursTor  him  During  the  time  that  we 
wijre  waiting.  I  felt  our  Lord  was  pres¬ 
et!  with  us. 


Writ*  or  call  collect  <601)  3P3- 50.06 

DAVID  WESTBROOK 

Rt  1  BOX  159D  (Mar  WOOD  RD  ) 

!  JACKSON  Miss  392  2 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  pric*  binding  and  atyla  to  Moot  avary 
naod  Quality  workmanship  gLarantood. 
Writ#  for  iHuatratod  pnca  folder 

"Internationally  knoun  sfte<iolists'% 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Box  MS-C  —  CrMnoood  Mju  3**M 


lives,  he  lives,  he  lives,  he  lives 
within  our  hearts,*’  among  all  of  us 
who  are  saved. 

(Frances  iMrs.  Glenn  )  Wong  is  a 
member  of  the  Chinese  Baptist 
Church.  Cleveland,  Miss.) 


Any  Church  Can  Afford 

Write  or  call. 


Homecomings 


MFC.  CO. 

Txl.  (SOI)  675-2468 

Booneville,  Arkansas 

72927 


Friendship  Baptist  Church.  Route  2, 
Brookhaven:  Sunday.  May  30 
homecomirtg;  Sunday  school  at  10 
a  m.;  morning  worship  at  11;  old- 
fashioned  dinner  on  the  ground  at 
noon:  afternoon  service;  guest 
speaker.  James  Alford  Case;  who 
grew  up  in  Friendship  community  and 
is  a  former  member  of  Friendship  and 
is  now  interim  pastor  of  Mt.  Pleasant 
Baptist  Church.  Lincoln  County: 
Wiley  Reid,  pastor. 


served  or  are  serving  in  any  branch  of 
the  United  States  Armed  Forces. 

Special  recognition  will  be  given  all 
military  persons  present  during  the 
morning  service  A  tribute  will  be  paid 
those  who  gave  their  lives  in  serving 
their  country.  Goldstar  Mdfhers  will 
be  honored. 

Bible  Study  will  begin  at  9:45  a.m. 
and  morning  worship  at  1 1  Lurich  will 
be  served  during  the  noon  hour  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall.  After  lunch,  there 
will  be  a  song  service  and  a  period  of 
fellowship.  /  i 

Mesa  Church,  Tylertown: 
homecoming  May  23;  Robert  Jonejs. 
formerpastor  at  Mesa  and  now  pastor 
at  Washington.  Miss.,  to  bring  the 
^norning  message;  dinner  at  the 
church;  1 :30  afternoon  service  to  fea¬ 
ture  an  address  by  Mesa  pa^torT Troy 
Bankston;  special  program  of  music 
in  afternoon;  Jean  C.  Ivy  (Mrs. 
Charles  E.  >.  Homecoming  Committee 
chairman.  , 

Heuck’s  Retreat  Baptist  Church, 
Brookhaven:  Homecoming  Day  on 
May  30;  Frank  Lewis,  guest  speaker; 
dinner  served  at  the  church  at  noon  in 
the  fellowship  hall;  at  1:15  p.ip..  a 


One  of  my  cousins,  a 


kindergarten 
teacher,  promised  she  would  tell  her 
litjlle  students  about  Jesus’  love  and 
rejpd  t^ie  Bible  to  therh.  She’ll  also 
sh|pre  with  her  other  teachers  at  school 


Sunday  School 
tallies  new 
e|irollees  in  May 


First  Baptist  Church  of  Coldwater, 
in  Tate  County,  will  conclude  its  celeb¬ 
ration  of  “Five  Fantastically  Fabul¬ 
ous  Sundays  in  May”  with  homecom¬ 
ing  activities  on  May  30.  Among  pi 


G.  Ross  Maroney,  Jr.,  has  accepted  Richard  E.  Colwell  has  been  called 
the  call  as  pastor  of  North  Calvary  as  pastor  6f  East  Howard  Baptist 
Baptist  Church.  Philadelphia.  He  goes  Church.  Biloxi,  jle  goes  from  Ar- 

Sfrom  the  Enon  Bap-  lington  Baptist  Cjhurch.  Beaumont. 

tist  Church.  Mon-  Perry  Association.  A  native  of  Tal- 

tevallo,  Ala.,  where  lahassee.  Fla  .  Colwell  was  graduated 

in  the  past  14  frpm  New  Orleans  Seminary  and  Wil- 

months  103  ac-  liam  Carey  College.  He  and  his  wife 

cepted  Christ  as;  Hannelore  have  two  sons.  Mark  and 
Lord,  and  112  joined  Roger. 

the  church  by  let-  Richard  Jenkiris  has  resigned  as 
,,  minister  of  music  land  youth  at  First 

Maroney  tiv^T  Se?ma  '  £hurCh  Lambert  0  assume  duties  at 
...  .  j6,,  01  •  2?  ’  Crestview  Baptist  IChurch.  Memphis. 

Alabama  and  served  11  years  m  Th  e  steven  Wilkinson  ji  serving  as  interirfi 

United  States  Army.  While  in  Viet-  music  dtrector  1  Lamgert  Boyd 
nam,  he  earned  die  Silver  Star.  Bronze  Smith  wi„  assume  duties  as  summ"er 

Star.  Legion  of  Merit  Vietnamese  youth  director  on  June  j 
Cross  of  Gallantry  and  the  Purple 

Heart  In  1976.  he  was  selected  Soldier  First  Bap«st  Church  of  Polkville  has 
of  The  Year  for  the  entire  U.S.  Army.  ordained  John  Purvis  to  the  gospel 

He  has  attended  Samford  Universi-  ministry.  Son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Floyd 

tji;  University  of  Georgia;  University  Purvis  of  Polkville^  he  is  a  third  year 
of  Hawaii;  Columbus  College.  Colum-  student  at  Clarke  College.  He  has  re¬ 
bus,  Ga.;  University  of  Montevallo;  cently  assumed  jthe  pastorate  of 

Luther  Rice  Seminary;  and  New  Or-  Goodwater  Baptist  Church.  Lauder- 
leans  Seminary.  da*e  Association. 

Maroney  is  married  to  Sara  Joyce 

(Houston)  of  Alabama  and  they  are  The  confidence  vhich  we  have  in 
the  parents  of  Gilbert  Ross  Jr.,  13,  ourselves  gives  birth  to  much  of  that 
Ddnakl  Jay.  12,  and  Sally  Joyce.  8.  which  we  have  ; in  others.  —La 

Rochefoucauld 

Richard  K.  Ivey  has  been  called  as  _ _ 

pastor  of  Ovett  Baptist  Church.  A  stu- 

i’  Nru  (  irlran- Semina  *  _  V  *  tfli 

.  ••  ’-I  be  graduated  in  Jul\  !'*«-  He  ft  *% . 

uni  hi  -  uitf  Linda  haw  three  -  nil  11  «  — *' '  * 

•fr.-n  Nathan  Melody  and  Crystal  Kg.  f  *&*%&*'  - 

key  was  burn  in  Pascagoula  Hu  is  a  ;A  '  4jf^  ' 

former  assistant  activities  director  at  jHBBSBBBKBg  uHg 

Ingalls  Avenue  Baptist  Church.  Pas- 
cagoula  ’*-*  *.">  ’  *' 


USE  ELECTRiqiTY 
*  WISELY 


ing  activities  on  May  30.  Among  plan¬ 
ned  activities  are:  Sunday  School  at 
9:45;  worship  service  led  by  Jimmy 
Dale  Sartain.  pastor;  dinner  on  the' 
grounds;  a  note  burning  ceremony; 
and  a  special  music  program  in  the 
afternoon.  "Readers  having  names 
and  addresses  of  past  members  are 
asked  to  send  this  information  to 
F.B.C..  Coldwater,  MS  38618.  so  they 
may  be  contacted."  said  Sartain. 

Members  of  Bethlehem  Baptist 
Church  on  Highway  84  E.  near  Laurel 
will  on  May  30  honor  members,  former 
members,  and  friends  who  have 


Only  you  can  determine  ttva  amount  of 
electricity  you  use.  Electric  tower  is  a 
valuable  resource,  so  conserve  It  whenever 
pottible.  A  few  tips: 


Ifach  year,  at  least  one  month  has 
fivjje  Sundays.  Mississippi  Baptists 
have  adopted  May  of  1982  to  concen¬ 
trate  on  Sunday  School  enrollment  in  a 
promotion  called  "Five  Fabulous 
Su&days  ”  The  Sunday  School  de¬ 
partment  tallies  enrollment  from  the 
chijrches  by  calling  the  associations 
ea^h  week  during  the  promotion.  The 
thtyd  Sunday  in  May  garnered  671  new 
entiolles  in  Mississippi  Sunday 
ScHools.l  a,  ■ 


Make  sure  your  home  is  prbperly  insu- 
leted  ' .  .  keop  thermostat  at;  68  degrees 
in  winter,  78  degrees  in  summer  .  .  .  con¬ 
serve  hot  water  and  use  apptiai  ices  wisely. 
For  a  free  folder  on  how  to  s  ive,  contact 
your  nearest  MP4 1  office. 


memorial  service  and  cemetery  re¬ 
port;  Bud  SWindall,  pastor. 


Just  for  the  Record 


FIBERGLASS 

BAPTISTRIES  /  S 

LARGE  SELECTION  Fa|e 


STEEPLES 

(CT0RV  DIREI 


Byram  Baptist  Church  recently  re¬ 
ceived  its  3334th  member  under  the 
pastorship  of  Henry  J  Bennett.  This  is 
an  Average  of  91  additions  per  year  for 
the  ‘past  37  years  of  his  pastor.  Bennett 
will!  finish  38  years  as  pastor  of  the 
Byr^m  Baptist  Church  this  year  and 


fOR  Irn  cat|i 
CALL  TOLL  Fit 

1-800-527-8 

01  WRITE 


"When  I  was  a  chil< 
I  spake  as  a  child 


Artesia  Baptist  Church.  Lowndes  County,  recently  celebrated  a  note  burning 
ceremony  after  the  church  raised  $20,000  in  a  stewardship  drive  that  resulted  in  the 
retirement  of  all  its  indebtedness.  ■/  1 

The  financial  drive,  called  by  the  church  "20  by  the  20th  ($20.00(^  by  September 
20)  culminated  in  $20,304.  The  church  was  able  to  payoff  its  pastoriumand  retire  the 
balance  of  debt  on  its  sanctuary. 

Pastor  Ben  Yarber  lighted  the  note  that  marked  the  retirement  of  indebtedness. 
Left  to  right,  front  row:  M  B.  Easley.  Woodrow  Cox,  chairman  of  deacons;  Pastor 
Yarber;  Aubrey  Langford;  and  Wilson  Cox,  with  a  group  of  members  looking  on. 


Donald  Dunavant  has  been  called  as 
pastor  of  Clarksdale  Baptist  Church. 
He  comes  to  Clarksdale  from  the  pas- 
torate  of  Fisher 
Street  Baptist 
I*  Church.  Jonesboro,, 

k  .JB  Ark.,  where  he  has 
served  since  1976 
^  1  f  Earlier  he  was  pas- 

tor  of  churches  in 

BLeachville.  and 
■■  A  Lake  City,  all  in  Ar- 

Dunavant  kansas. 

Dunavant  is  a  graduate  of  Arkansas 
State  University  and  earned  a  master 
of  divinity  degree  from  Mid-America 
Seminary.  He  and  his  wife.  Janet, 
have  two  children. 


“When  I  was  a  child, 

I  made  use  of  3 
child’s  language.!..*’ 

I  Cor.  13:11  (BEE) 

The  Bible  in  Basic  En  jlish 

For  children,  for  thi  se 
who  teach  children,  and 
for  those  who  cak  e 
childlike  clarity. 

5 10.9J)  softcover  | 

Order  from  your 
Baptist  Book  Stort 
Cambridge 
University 
Press  New  Vork 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CljillRCH,  LEAKESVU.LE  recently  held  its  recognition  service  for 
mission  auxiliaries.  Twelve  Mission  Friends,  16  fcirls  ih  Action,  and  12  Royal  Ambas¬ 
sadors  were  given  a<  vards  Two  Acteens  received  awards  Pictured,  left,  is  Tammy 
Hovatter,  queen.  Alii  ion  Williams,  right,  was  recognized  as  Service  Aide.  Only  one 
other  girl  in  the  chulch  has  ever  achieved  this  award.  Mrs  Nina  Huff  is  Auxiliaries 
director  and  Phil  W^ker  is  pastor. 

A  commissioning  service  was  held  C(jarke  Association  reported 
atWestEllisvilleCIfirch,  Ellisville.  on  $13.(j65.11  being  given  as  of  May  4.  to 
May  2.  for  19  studenjts  of  Jones  County  home  missibns  from  22  of  30  churches. 
Tony  Black  has  resigned  as  pastor  of  Junior  College  Baptist  Student  Union  This;  compares  with  less  than  $12,000 
and  Hill  Church.  Attala  County,  after  There  were  fivd  summer  mis-  given  last  year.  The  (associational  goal 
x  years  of  service  there.  sionaries.  four  youth  and  camp  staff  is  $24,000  00  Gracjy  Crowell,  director 

workers,  and  ten  ensemble  members  of  missions.  said,f  ';t  ’expect  to  hear 
Leonard  Russell  is  the  new  pastor  of  who  will  be  serving  the  Lord  in  diffe-  from)  the  other  eighi  churches  as  to 

rent  areas  of  the  country  this  summer.  how  much  they  gave.  1 


Royal  Ambassador  Crusaders  of  Benton  Baptist  Church,  Benton,  have  been'reacti- 
vated.  For  their  Annife  Armstrong  mission  project,  they  built  birdhouses  and  sold 
them  with  all  proceeds  going  to  the  Annie  Armstrong  offering.  They  were  able  to  raise 
$117  00:  which  they  presented  to  the  church.  Larry  Luby  is  RA  director. 


Liberty  Church.  Pontotoc  County 


PAGE  6  BAPTIST  RECORD 


Phillip  Scott  Peacock  and  Terrell 
Andrew  Stella,  students  at  Korea 
Christian  Academy,  Taejon,  Korea, 
have  been  awarded  Presidential  Scho¬ 
larships  to  Mississippi  College.  The 


Hall  has  resigned  as  president  of  Ok-  our  community  and  its  people.  He  ha» 
lahoma  Baptist  University,  effective  earned  the  respect  of  a  II  with  whom  he 
June  30,  to  become  professor  of  has  come  in  contact  pnd  he  gives  of 
preaching  at  the  New  Orleans  Baptist  himself  untiringly  in  ttye  service  of  his 
Theological  Seminary.  New  Orleans,  Lord,  his  community,  liisstate,  andhis 
La.  '  nation.  He  sets  an  exaknple  of  service 

Hall  will  maintain  active  administ-  for  each  of  us  to  folk  w.”  Adkins  be- 
ration  of  the  university  until  he  begins  came  pastor  of  FBC,  Mendenhall  in 
classroom  responsibilities  at  New  Or-  July,  1976.  He  is  married  to  the  former 
leans  July  1  Amie  Hammons  and  they  have  three 

Dianne  Sexton  of  Lamar.  Miss.,  has  sons’  Landry' ll'ullos'  @nd  Brad 
been  elected  Off  Campus  Ministries  BSU  selecLs  off]  cere 
Committee  Chairperson  for  the  1982-83  „  j.  .  , ,  „  .  ,M.  . 

--  Student  Council  of  The  Baptist  Student  Union  at  Missis- 

Southeastern  sippi  State  has  chosen  its  officers  for 
m  Seminary,  Wake  M*  1982-83  school  year.  Melinda 
mL  Forest  N.C.  She  is  a  Downs  of  Kosciusko  s  president  and 

graduate  of  the  Marty  Harper  of  Vnksburg  is  vice 

•  I  '  MhslS  PCtaiSen  on  .he  e.ecuUve  council 

•■lh„dn,s  S  second  Mclude:  Brian  Knopf  Stnrk.ille.  put, 
jUl*  flyear  student  in  the  '™ty,  Craig  Moody.  Memphis,  mis- 

^"Master  of  Divinity  sions;  Scott  Valentine,  Vicksburg, 

profiram  music , 

y  6  Steve  Jones,  New  Albany,  student 

Hueston  Adkins,  pastor  of  First  Bap-  center ;  Frank  Trotte  \  Pensacola,  re- 
tist  Church,  Mendenhall  was  selected  creation;  Page  Hend<  rson,  Columbus, 
as  Outstanding  Citizen  of  the  Year  by  community  outreacl ;  Laura  Davis, 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Men-  Collinsville,  fellowsh  p;  Pat  Hender- 
denhall.  son,  Cljnton,  Internat  onal  ministries; 

The  presentation  was  made  by  At-  Jeanette. Herring  on,  Starkville, 
torney  Douglas  Magee,  who  cited  Ad-  outreach;  Lori  Brover,  Coffeeville, 
kins,  along  with  his  family,  for  the  worship  study;  an<l  Cathy  Praft, 
“good  and  wholesome  effect  upon  our  Winona,  discipleship  Ken  Watkins  is 
community”  and  for  providing  BSU  director;  June  Scoggins  is  as- 
“dynamic  leadership  and  rare  insight  sociate. 


Amnon’s  sin 


administered  whatever  justice  he  scholarships  are  extended  to  graduat- 
thought  appropriate,  and  have  forgj-  ing  seniors  who  have  achieved  out- 
ven  his  son.  He  did  nothing  of  the  sort,  standing  high  school  records  and  a 
Why?  We  do  not  know  the  answer.  We  high  score  on  the  ACT  ( American  Col- 
do  know  this  is  the  son  about  whom  he  lege  Test).  Peacock,  son  of  Mr.  and 
would  later  say.  "Would  I  had  died  in-  Mrs.  Billy  R.  Peacock,  former  mis- 
stead  of  you.  0  Absalom,  my  son.  my  sionaries  to  Korea,  is  a  probable  relig- 
son”  ( 18:33b  NASV ).  ion  major  interested  in  the  ministry  as 

The  study  of  this  lesson  should  re-  a  vocational  choice.  His  parents  are 
mind  us  that  temptations  come  to  all  of  Louisiana  natives.  His  father,  a 
us.  but  we  should  be  on  our  guard  that  former  pastor  of  Lowrey  Memorial 
we  resist  the  tempter  and  not  be'  an  Church,  Blue  Mountain,  Miss.,  is  on 
easy  prey  to  his  wiles.  We  should  also  the  staff  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board 
learn  to  beware  of  some  so-called  in  Richmond,  Va.  Stella  is  the  son  of 
friends.  Amnon  thought  Jonadab  was  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anthony  Stella,  Jr.,  mis- 
being  his  friend  in  telling  him  how  he  sionaries  to  Korea  ahd  natives  of 
could  take  advantage  of  Tamar  Florida.  He  is  particularly  interested 
Surely  David’s  delay  in  dealing  with  a  in  the  subject  areas  of  English,  drama, 
problem  in  his  own  family  can  be  a  and  art. 

lesson  to  many  people.  Had  he  acted  at  Paul  s.  Beck  was  recently  licensed 
once.  Absalom  rmght  have  turned  out  t0  the  ministry  of  the  gospe^  by  First 

tar  altterently.  Rantist  Church  Nnvafn  Calif  whore 


By  Howard  E.  Spell.  Clinton 

2  Samuel  13  22-24,  26-29.  32,  37-39 

This  lesson  is  the  second  in  the  unit 
dealing  with  problems  in  David’s  fam¬ 
ily  and  his  kingdom  In  God’s  judg¬ 
ment  on  David,  following  his  sin  with 
Bathsheba.  God  has  told  David  that  he 
would  raise  up  evil  against  him  in  his 
own  household  1 2  Sam .  12:11*.  The  les¬ 
son  under  consideration  details  some 
of  the  ways  this  was  done 

I.  Amnon's  abnormal  desire 

The  references  given  'kbove  do  not 

give  the  background  for  Absalom's  re¬ 
venge  From  the  earlier  verses  in 
chapter  13  we  learn  a  sordid  story. 

V  One  of  David's  sons.  Amnon.  de¬ 
veloped  a  sinful  lust  for  his  half-sister. 

Tamar,  who  was  the  full  sister  of  Ab¬ 
salom  This  desire  had  become  so 
strong  that  a  cousin  of  his.  Jonadab. 
noticed  it.  and  inquired  about  the 
cause  of  Amnon's  seeming  illness.  Fi¬ 
nally  Amnon  confided  in  Jonadab  the 
secret  lust  he  had  for  Tamar,  and 
Jonadab  suggested  a  plan  that  would 
put  Amnon  and  Tamar  alone  so  he 
could  take  advantage  of  her 

When  Amnon’s  purpose  became 
evident  to  Tamar,  she  begged  him  not 
to  violate  her.  and  reminded  him  that 
the  thing  would  become  known  and  he 
would  be  like  one  of  the  fools  in  Israel. 

Amnon  paid  no  attention  to  her  pleas, 
and  by  means  of  his  superior  strength 
he  had  his  way  with  her.  and  then  sent 
her  away.  Absalom  saw  her  weeping, 
guessed  at  the  cause  of  it.  but  asked 
her  to  keep  quiet  and  hot  to  take  the 
matter  to  heart  1 13:20 >.  This  event  be¬ 
came  known  to  David,  and  he  became 
angered,  but  we  are  not  told  of  any 
course  of  action  taken  by  him.  The 
Septuagint  <  a  Greek  translation  of  the 
Old  Testament  i  adds  that  David  loved 
Amnon  because  he  was  his  first-born 

II.  Absalom's  plan  for  revenge  <13:22- 

24.  26-29) 

For  two  full  years  Absalom  did  no¬ 
thing  about  the  disgrace  of  his  sister  by  been  planni 
Amnon.  It  would  not  be  difficult  to  day  Amnon 
suppose  he  thought  of  and  rejected  a 
number  of  plans  to  avenge  the  wrong 
done  to  Tamar  From  what  finally  took 
place,  we  can  assume  the  actual  deed 
was  thought  out  carefully  and  worked 
out  to  the  smallest  detail. 

Sheep-shearing  time  and  harvest 
times  provided  the  people  of  that  day 
occasions  for  work  and  for  social  con¬ 
tacts  and  celebrations  Thus  it  was 
that  Absalom  invited  all  of  the  king's 
sons  to  come  to  Baal-hazor  where  they 
would  be  shearing  his  sheep.  He  also  years.  What 
went  to  David  and  issued  an  invitation 
to  him  and  his  servants  to  join  them 


was  commanding  them, 
did  as  they  were  ordered, 
it  told  how  the  execution 
place. 

ilts  of  Absalom's  actions 


Sexton 


III.  Some  res 
113:32.37 
One  can  eai  . 
the  pandemonium  which  resulted 
from  Amnon  s  death.  That  all  of  the 
other  sons  ol  the  king  mounted  their 
mules  and  fl  ?d  the  scene  may  be  an 
indication  th<  y  felt  Absalom  might  try 
to  kill  all  of  hem  so  he  would  be  the 
sole  heir  to  tl  le  throne  of  their  father. 
Commentate -s  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  this  is  the  first  reference  to  a 
mule  in  the  )ld  Testament.  Regard¬ 
less  of  what  tbsalom  did  later,  there 
seems  to  hav  e  been  no  desire  at  tha^ 


Thomas  and  Pamela  Starkey,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Benin,  are  the  parents  of 
Lauren  Virginia,  born  Feb.  21.  They 
may  be  addressed  at  Mission  Baptiste. 
BP  137.  Bohican,  Benin.  He  considers 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  his  hometown.  She  is 
fronrPontotoc. 

Mark  and  Cecile  Alexander,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Argentina,  have  com¬ 
pleted  furlough  and  returned  to  the 
field  (address:  Casilla  344,  7600  Mar 
del  Plata.  Argentina ) .  He  is  a  native  oi 
Norfolk,  Va..  and  she  is  the  former 
Cecile  Price  of  Corinth,  Miss. 

David  and  Linda  Finnell,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Singapore,  are  the  parents 
of  Nathaniel  Holmes,  born  March  20. 
They  may  be  addressed  at  11  Barbara 

Born  in 


Devotional — 

time  is  no 


In  some  w,  ly  news  of  part  of  what 
had  taken  pla  :e  reached  the  palace  be¬ 
fore  David's  sons  arrived.  Rumors 
which  came  o  David  were  distorted* 
since  he  rece  ved  word  that  all  of  the 
king's  sons  hi  d  been  slain  with  none  of 
them  left  alive 

We  do  nol  know  how  Jonadab. 
David’s  nephi  w.  learned  the  true  state 
of  affairs,  bi  t  he  informed  the  king 
that  only  Amnon  was  dead.  Further¬ 
more.  he  told  him  that  this  thing  Had 
by  Absalom  since  the 
id  attacked  Tamar  and 
disgraced  herj.  David's  grief  may  have 
been  lesseneq  somewhat  by  the  news 
that  only  onejson  had  been  killed,  but 
he  apparently  had  a  very  strong  feel¬ 
ing  for  his  fir  ;t-born  and  mourned  his 
death. 

Following  t  le  killing  of  Amnon.  Ab¬ 
salom  left  th<  country  of  Judah  going 
all  the  way  to  the  northeastern  section 
of  Israel .  Thei  e  at  Geshur.  the  home  of 
Talmai .  his  m  other’s  father,  he  took  up 
his  abode  and  remained  for  three 
years.  What  Was  the  state  of  David's 
thoughts  during  this  time?  Surely  he 
could  have  hi 


By  Anthony  S.  Kay,  pastor.  First,  Calhoun  Cil  y 
Behold  now  is  the  acceptable  titne  (11.  Cor.  6:26) 

Recently  President  Reagan  used  THE  TIME  IS  NOW  as  his  i  ;ampaign  theme. 
What  time  is  it?  NOW.  We  are  what  we  are  because  of  past  ex|«riences,  but  the 
past  is  over.  It  will  never  come  again.  Do  not  waste  your  time  daydreaming  or 
bemoaning  the  fact  that  times  are  changing.  We  do  not  have  to 
Sift  "*■  SM  forget  the  memories  or  facts  acquired,  for  t  lese  will  serve  us 
ilPt  flM  throughout  life.  Gather  up  the  past  and  gain  from  that 

<  >  perspective  of  wisdom  and  truth  and  he  prepared  for  the  pre- 

aApypPlIm  Jsent.  , 

Live  life  NOW  We  waste  precious  moments  waiting  for 
m  some  spectacular  event  in  our  lives  to  occur  Live  in  the  mun- 
mm  dane  routine  activities  of  life  Become  absorbed  in  what  you 
are  doing.  The  little  boy  is  obsessed  with  a  bug  that  catches  his 
attention.  For  ten  minutes  he  is  intently  involved,  then  a  few 


Walk.  Singapore  0314 
Lexington.  Ky..  he  also  lived  in  Dallas. 
Texas;  Jackson  and  Tupelo.  Miss., 
while  growing  up.  She  is  the  former 
Linda  Lipscomb  of  Jackson. 


Ted  Baptist  Church  near  Louin  hon¬ 
ored  its  two  oldest  married  couples  on 
Sunday  morning.  May  2.  They  were 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  A.  Cockrell,  who  were 
united  in  marriage  on  April  22/ 1922. 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  J.  Burnett,  who 
were  married  one  week  later  on  April 
29,  1922.  Thus  the  two  couples  have 
been  married  60  years. 

A  large  congregation  of  family  and 
friends,  many  from  out  of  town  and 
state,  heard  the  pastor.  John  E.  Bar- 
row,  bring  a  message  on  the  subject. 
"The  Blessings  of  A  Long  Marriage,” 
Flowers  were  pinned  on  those  being 
honored.  A  large  anniversary  cake 
was  frosted  with  the  couples’  names. 


Thomas  and  Pamela  Starkey,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Benin,  have  arrived  in  the 
States  for  furlough  (address:  3061 
Domar,  Memphis.  Tenn.  38118).  He 
was  born  in  Minneapolis,  but  considers 
Memphis.  Tenn.,  his  hometown.  She  is 
the  former  Pamela  Russell  of  Pon¬ 
totoc,  Miss.  They  were  appointed  by 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board  in  1978. 


Phillip  and  Elayne  Palmer,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Gaza,  are  in  the  States  on 
furlough  (address:  112  Culley  St., 
North  Augusta,  iS.C.  29841). 


Absalom  brought  back 


Forgetfulness  and 


Christ  the 


eous 


s  always  waiting  in  the  ;  Ives  than  we  ought.  It  is  important  to 
ig  to  erase  those  power-  l  catch  the  emphasis  in  his  admonition, 
which  keep  us  aware  of  We  certainly  should  value 
F  our  being.”  |i  preciate  ourselves 

particularly  true  when  >  complements,  becau: 

■urs  among  any  people.  4  come  from  God  The  problem  comes 
i  the  life  of  Israel,  it  was  j  when  we  over-value  and  distort  out  of 
nt  that  those  times  of  >  proportion  the  factor  behind  our  suc¬ 
cess  and  lose  the  memory  that  it  all .  in 


By  James  L.  Travis  forgetfulnes: 

Pastoral  Services  v  wings,  awail 
University  Medical  Center.  Jackson  ful  memorie 
Deuteronomy  8:11-14:  17-19;  9:6  the  ground 

Keep  in  mind  that  Deuteronomy,  al-  This  seem 
though  based  on  material  which  came  prosperity  o 
from  the  time  of  Moses  and  the  entr-  At  this  point 
ance  into  Canaan,  was  written  in  its  already  evil 
current  form  as  a  message  of  recollec-  Success  and 
tion  and  renewal  for  Israel  some  six  as 
centuries  later.  During  this  time.  Is¬ 
rael  had  many  occasions  to  experience 
lapses  of  memory  concerning  their  de¬ 
liverance  from  bondage  in  Egypt  and 
their  entrance  into  the  promised  land 
The  writer  of  Deuteronomy  was  well 
aware  of  these  ebb  tides  in  the  history 
of  God's  chosen  people. 

The  hope  that  is  couched  throughout 
the  book  of  Deuteronomy  is  the  hope  of 
beginning  again.  Though  there  had 
been  many  occasions  when  Israel  had 
turned  her  back  on  her  Creator  and 
Deliverer,  it  is  as  though  she  may  con¬ 
sider  herself  once  again  poised  on  the 
banks  of  the  Jordan  to  begin  new  life  in 
the  promised  land  Today  we  need  to 
hear  the  possibility  for  new  begin¬ 
nings 


Uniform  Lesson 
,  hoped  to  lessen 
er  debate  in  Sun- 
not  emphasizing 


The  International 
Committee,  no  doub 
the  probability  of  bitl 
day  School  classes  by 


By  Louie  Farmer,  Jr..  Hattiesburg  since 
and  ap-  Revelation  19:11-16:  20 : 1-3,11,12  been 

md  our  ac-  Almost  1900  years  ago  the  center  of  Whi 
t  those  indeed  Christianity  had  moved  from  conqu 
Jerusalem  to  Asia  (what  is  now  Tur-  dersti 
key  i  through  the  ministry  of  Paul  and  a  com 
others.  Many  Jews  had  settled  in  every  His 

city  and  small  groups  of  Christians,  his  cc 
both  Jewish  and  Gentile,  were  in  most  crowr 
cities.  i  king  i 

Asia  was  under  the  (domination  of  are  gi 

Rome  and  Domitian.  ttjie  Roman  em-  indies 

_  _  peror.  demanded  that  the  people  wor-  than  < 

upon  the  centuries  since  their  entrance  ship  him  and  his  image.  This  was  not  The 

possible  for  devout  Jews  but  since  the  excel 
Jews  were  numerous  apd  rich.  Rome  stranj 
recognized  Judaism  asa  legal  religion  and  T 
anddidnot  require  Jews  to  worship  the  "King 

emperor.  Rome  considered  Christian-  the  ar 
ity  a  branch  of  Judaism  at  first  and  descr 
exempted  Christians  from  emperor  implii 
worship.  Soon.,  however.  Christianity  excep 
grew  in  numbers  and  became  more  ture. 
dogmatic.  Rome  began  demanding  name 
that  Christians  worship  the  emperor  The 
and  the  Christiaps  refused.  dressi 

This  situation  brought  persecution,  origir 
imprisonment,  and  death  to  the  Christ-  mean 
ians.  The  situation  became  very  bad.  came 
The  Apostle  John,  who  had  been  a  was  s 
leader  in  the  Christian  churches  of  This  \ 
Asia  for  several  decades,  was  in  exile  Calva 
on  the  island  of  Patmos..  In,  a  vision.  The 
John  was  told  to  write  what  he  saw  and  the  mi 
send  the  book  to  the  seven  churches  in  Fine  li 


osperity  as  a  nation  and 

individual  made  it  difficult  to  keefx  some  fashion,  comes  from  God. 
in  touch  witty  their  deliverance  from  III.  Resoluteness  and  stubbornness 
slavery  and  to  freedom.  We  are  here  ;  (9:6):  In  this  verse,  we  encounter  a 
close  to  one  qf  those  paradoxes  in  life  1  similar  situation  to  what  has  been  dis- 
It  seems  thit  God  intended  for  hiss*  cussed  above  As  the  writer  looks  back 
people  to  experience  prosperity  and" 
success  Then-  understanding  included  ■  into  Canaan,  a  problem  was  seen  when 
an  awarenesk  of  God’s  leadership  in'  their  resoluteness  as  a  nation  trying  to 
establishing  }hem  in  the  land  of'Ca- jj  survive  hardened  into  stubbornness 
naan.  j  *  jj  That  stubbornness  would  encase  Is- 

And  yet  it  was  a  prosperity  which  rael  in  a  kind  of  rigidity  which  hin- 
was  always  lo  be  viewed  with  clear  dered  them  from  being  open  to  the  on- 
vision  that  ( j)  it  was  not  due  t®  their  i  going  care  and  revelation  of  their  God. 
merit.  (2)  thire  was  an  element  of  im-:  This  term,  "stiffnecked.”  is  a  graphic 
permanence  pven  in  their  success,  and "  one  which  depicts  the  fixedness  of 
(3)  that  alone  which  was  lasting  grew;  their  approach  to  life,  looking  neither 
out  of  a  deeppwareness  that  life  ''con-  to  right  nor  left,  unable  or  unwilling  to 
sists  not  in  the  abundance  of  things  be  aware  of  all  of  the  rich  abundance  of 
which  one  possesses.”  This  is  a  tighkjj  life  as  it  comes  from  God 

Here  again,  the  paradox  is  impor¬ 
tant.  Israel  was  called  to  pursue  with 
diligence  and  tenacity  the  mission  to 
"possess  the  land.”  She  was  to  resol- 


-:“i.  Although  our  lives  may  be  rope  which  \ye  are  always  called  upon? 
pockmarked  with  our  own  types  of  ir-  to  walk  with jsome  sense  of  balance, 
responsibility  and  spiritual  amnesia.  It  is  certainly  appropriate  for  us  to 
it  is  possible  for  us  once  again  to  re-  work  hard  si,  as  to  be  successful  and: 
spond  in  faithfulness  to  the  God  who  is  prosperous  in  life.  On  the  other  hand,  it: 

always  eager  to  maintain  his  covenant  is  also  imperative  for  us  to  maintain^ 
with  us.  our  balance  py  remembering  the  ulti- 

1.  Lest  we  forget  1 8: 11-14):  Memory  mate  source!  of  all  that  we  have  and: 
and  its  counterpart,  forgetfulness,  are  arei 

two  powerful  dynamics  in  life.  In  II  When  pride  becomes  arrogance 
Henry  Nouwen’s  book.  The  Living  1 8: 17-19):  this  memory  which  the 
Reminder,  he  writes,  "our  memories  words  of  Depteronomy  were  intended 

enter  so  deeply  into  our  being  that  to  stir  up  was  to  hold  at  bay  that  at-:  _  _ 

indeed  we  become  our  memories"  titude  wh*:h]forgets  that  God  is  behind  everybody  else,  then  she  was  unable  to 

(page  60).  Further,  he  suggests  that  and  the  reason  for  all  that  we  have  ancf  complete  the  very  mission  to  which 

forgetfulness  sets  the  stage  for  poten-  are.  That  attitude  is  essentially  arro-"  she  was  called.  And  so  once  again.  1s- 

tial  disaster  He  points  out  that  "to  gance.  Some  commentators  refer  to  rael  is  reminded  that  this  "good  land’1 

forget  our  sins  may  be  an  even  greater  this  as  pride:  I  think  that  is  misleading,  was  not  given  to  her  because  of  her 

sin  than  to  commit  them  ...  What  is  because  it  ii  appropriate  and  impor-  righteousness  TTiat  gift  grew  out  of 

forgotten  cannot  be  healed,  and  that  tant  for  us  to  be  proud  of  the  ac-  God’s  free  love,  and  that  love  had  the 

which  cannot  be  healed  easily  be-  complishmepts  which  grow  out  of  our  power  to  extend  itself  even  to  a  nation 

comes  the  cause  of  greater  evil”  (page  efforts.  In  fafct.  a  healthy  sense  of  pride  which  often  imprisoned  herself  .in  a 

j7)  is  necessary)  for  a  person  to  live  at  his:  stiff-necked  and  arrogant  bondage. 

Nouwen's  words  reflect  the  force-  or  her  fullest  in  life  ;  How  appropriate  and  relevant  this 

fulness  with  which  the  writer  of  I  am  impressed  that  sometimes  ancient  word  is  for  us  today.  We  are 

Deuteronomy  admonishes  the  people  what  we  see  as  an  appearance  o(  reminded  that  over  and  over  in  life  we 

of  Israel  in  their  possibility  of  begin-  humility  ahd  modesty  is  really  a-  come  back  to  the  same  basic  struggle 

ning  again  to  allow  the  power  of  mem-  cover-up  for  a  pervasive  kind  of  arro-  of  trying  to  maintain  our  balance  of 

ory  to  reset  the  orientation  for  their  gance.  Pride  is  not  the  great  evil,  but  perching  on  that  tightrope  without  fal- 

lives.  This  orientation  would  include  arrogance  is.  Pride  hardens  into  arro-.,  ling  to  one  extreme  or  the  other 
responding  positively  to  God's  com-  gance  when  one  forgets  the  source  ot 

mandments.  judgments,  and  statutes,  his  or  her  existence  and  success.  |  - > — H — 

those  directing  guidelines  which  in-  Remember  that  Paul  wrote  to  the 

tend  life  and  wholeness  for  the  human  early  church,  not  that  we  were  not  to,  Have  more  than  thou  showest.  speak 

creature.  But  as  is  demonstrated  think  highly  of  ourselves,  but  that  we;  less  than  thou  knowest  — 

again  and  again  in  human  history,  were  not  to  think  more  highly  of  ourse  Shakespeare— King  L«ar. 


